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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE 
NAVY. 
Navy Derartment, December 3, 183). 
To the President of the United States : 


Sir: The Secretary of the Navy respectfully submits a Report of 
the transactions of this Department during the past year. . 

Under its general superintendence the employment of the public 
vessels for the protection of our commerce, the erection of dry docks, 
the improvement of the navy yards, the purchase of tumber and stores 
for future use, and the preservation of live oak, have been the most 
prominent objects of attention. : 

Many minor subjects connected with the interests of the service have 
received due care; and the results of the whole will be presented to 
your consideration with all practicable brevity. | 

The naval force in commission has consisted of five frigates, eleven 
sloops, and seven schooners ; but, of these, four smail schoouers, pur- 
chased, and temporarily used in guarding our live oak, and in making 
surveys of the coast, can hardly be considered as a permanent portion 
of the establishment, while the relieving vessels necessary to keep up 
a compliment in the different squadrons bave, in this and former 
years, by going out before others returned, added somewhat to the 
uumber and expense of those actually enumerated as in commission. 

Our force abroad has been divided between the Mediterranean, the 
West Indies, Brazil, and the Pacific. From the first station, the Java, 
the Fairfield, and the Constellation have returned, the former taking 
the Cape de Verd Islands, and Liberia in her way homeward. An ae- 
count of her cruise is annexed, as it may be interesting to those especial- 
ly engaged in African colonization. (A.) 

The Java, on a minute survey, was found to be very defective ; and, 
having been built of inferior materials, expensive repairs on her are 
not deemed judicious. As she bears the name of oue of our trophies 
during the late war, it is recommended that an appropriation be made 
for purchasing timber to rebuild her, aud another, for a similar reason, 
to rebuild the Cyane. A frame has heretofore been obtained for the 
Macedonian: and an appropriation to finish one of these vessels, whose 
names are so intimately associated with our naval glory, could be ex- 
pended with much advantage, the two ensuing years. (B.) 

Last August the Constellation was ordered home from the Mediter- 
ranean after the close of the cruising season, as the usual term of ab- 
sence would expire next spring, and a large saving of expense would 
be made by her wintering in this country. She recpptly arrived, a 
few weeks earlier than anticipated, and in excellent condition, and, 
after the discharge of her crew, was immediately placed in ordinary. 

The John Adams is the only vessel which has been added to that 
station. 

The squadron there has been usefully employed in its ordinary du- 
ties. At this time a part of it, having lately been engaged in the trans- 
portating of our former Consul, at Algiers, to his new situation as 
Charge to Constantinople, is supposed to be in the Archipelago, wait- 
ing the result of the Chief object of that mission, aud watching the 
consequences to oug commerce of the late disturbances in Greece ; 
another part is under orders to’carry from Gibraltar our diplomatic 
agent to Naples; and a part of it, as recently directed, is presumed to 
be on new cruising ground, extending into the Atlantic along the coasts 
of Portugal and her neighboring dependencies. In consequence of 

this last crease of duty, and the novel state of our relations with the 
Ottoman Porte, as well as the agitated condition of other portions of 
Europe, it would seem expedient immediately to increase our naval 
force in that quarter of the world. To effect that object, and others 
hereafter mentioned, and, at the same time to insure in our navy a con- 
tinuance of the requisite skill and experience in navigating ships of the 
line, a sum sufficient to put one in commission is included in the gen- 
eral estimate for the ensuing year. (C, Nos. 1 to 15.) 

The squadron employed in the West Indies has discharged its ac- 

enmael service with fidelity and success; no piracies whatever hav- 
ing been there perpetrated on our commerce ; the slight disturbances 
near Purto Cabello, Hayti, and Havanna, haviug been promptly looked 
after; and the health of the crews and officers in our public vessels 
having been, with a few lamented exceptions, uncommonly good. The 
mly changes in this squadron have been the substitution of the Vin- 
unes for the Peacock, and the Fairfield for the Natchez, on account 
of greaier despatch and economy in preparing the relief vessels. 

The Brazilian station, notwithstanding the political commotions in its 
ieighborhood, has presented little active employment for the squadron. 
The utmost security to our navigation in that quarter has existed, ex- 
ept a recent, and, it is believed, unprecedented claur., which has been 
uade to disturb our vessels engaged in seal catching at the Falklands 
slands. To guard against the il! consequences of this claim to our 
ommercial interests, prompt measnies have been taken, so far as the 
ubject comes within the purview of this Department. From that sta- 
ion the Hudson has retarned home ; and not having been built of Eve 
ak, she is in a condition rendering the expediency of repatring ther 
ery doubtful. The Vandalia is soon expected here; and both the Lex- 
ugton and Warren, sent to relieve them, have probably, eré this, reach- 
d their destination. Our force in that region will soon be strengthen- 






























































rater will render her employment on the coast higly beneficial. Pre- 
arations are making to send more vessels in that direction, should cir- 
umstances require and justify the measure; visiting, among ether 
laces on their way out, Para and the principal ports on the northern 
ast of Brazil, where the amount of our commerce, and the agitated 
ondition of the country, make the presence of some of our public 
essels judicious, and where none have shown themselves since the 
ite war. 

In the Pacific no occurrence of much interest has happened since 
e last Annual Report. The Falmouth has been ordered to join that 
jnadron instead of the St. Louis, and the Potomac in place of the 
urriere; and which last vessel, it is gratifying to announce, arrived 
o days since, safely, in Hampton roads. Directions have been given 







































antly employed in cruising among those islands in the Pacific to 
hich our whalemen and merchantmen resort for either supplies or 
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pense of providing for the squadron, by sending out a purser to make 
purchases, and to take charge of the stores and provisions for the 
whole. Sufficient time has not yet elapsed to test fully the success of this 
experiment, though the arrangenent has required and recently received, 
some modifications to promote its efficiency. 

In consequence of a most wanton outrage upon the American ship 
Friendship, en the N. W. coast of Sumatra, the Potomac was ordered 


from the caution used in her instructions, and from the energy of her 
commander, favorable hopes are entertained of procuring some indem- 
nity for that barbarous and piratical injury. She bas also been ordered, 
after leaving Sumatra, to touch at Macoa, and communicate with Can- 
ton. The great value of our commerce in the India and Chiua seas, ex- 
ceeding five millions annually, and its constant exposure, with many 
valuable lives, to insult and rapine, furnish a strong appeal to the Go- 
vernment for the protection of a naval force. Should appropriations 
be made for the ensuing year, in conformity to the estimates, it will en- 
able the Departmeut not only to strengthen the squadron in the Medi- 
terranean, and extend its cruising ground with success, as before sug- 
gested; but to guard more efficiently our navigation on the coasts of 
South America, and provide a sufficient force to visit occasionally the 
| Indian and Chinese seas. Another beneficial change can also be ac- 
| complished, by thus having it in our power to keep one vessel of war 
| fit for active service at the shortest notice, within our own waters, ready 
| to be dispatched to any weak or endangered point of our relations in 
any quarter of the world ; and when not so wanted, to be employed on 
the home station for purposes of protection to commerce, or discipline 
to the uavy, as the interests of the country may appear to require. 

A list of the different vessels now in commission, with their several 
stations and commanders, is subjoined—{D.)_ It is due to these having 
special charge of the ministerial duties of this Departinent, to add, that 
the strictest attention appears to have been paid to the prompt and 
thorough repairs of all our force destined to foreign stations ; and that, 
in point of strength and perfect equipment for useful service, the 
U. States in commission were probably never in superior coudition. 

The construction of the two dry docks has advanced with great 
rapidity during the past year. Both are now mostly completed, except 
the removal of the coffer dams, and the finishing of some of the gates 
and steam machinery. They present to the eye specimens of stone 
masonry seldom rivalled in beauty and solidity. The expenditures on 
each have been about $500,000 ; and, by the 4th of July, itis hoped 
that some of the public vessels requiring repairs may be safely docked 
in these useful, economical, and splendid conveniences for our naval 
establishment. 

For greater detail on this subject, and on the purchase of materials 
under the actof Congress for the gradual improvement of the navy, 
reference can be had to the Report annexed—(E.) 

A personal inspection, during the past season, not only of the dry 
docks, but of all the navy yards except that near Pensacola, has caused, 
to the head of this Department, high gratification at the prosperous con- 
dition of mostof them. The building of store-houses and sheds for 
the reception of materials, collected formerly for the gradual increase, 





| 





ment, of the navy, seems conducted with a great regard to durability 
and convenience. 

Experiments have been recently commenced, with a view to settle 
beyond further controversy the best mode and places in this country for 
depositing, seasoning, and preserving the different kinds of timber in most 
general use here in naval architecture. Whatever differences of opinion 
may once have existed in Europe, or may now prevail in America, on 
this subject, it is believed we possess the means of removing them, so 
far as regards our own service. 

The buildings for accommodation to the officers of yards, reported in 
the surveys and plans of A. D. 1828, are in progress, were most need- 
ed, and in connexion with the store-houses, sheds, wharves, walls, and 
ship-ways, require, annually, such appropriations as can be expended 
without a neglectof more urgent duties. An increased estimate, to ad- 
— all these improvements, is presented for the ensuing year. 

io. 9.) 

The discontinuance of some, and the establishments of other navy 
yards, have been subjects of previous communications from this De- 
paitment. But no sufficient reasons can be discovered by me to war- 
rant the former measure at this time ; and the latter measure should, in 
my opinion, depend much, though not entirely, on the future increase 
of our naval power. 

Among other contemplated improvements in those plans, were rope 
walks, at some of our present yards. Aj] observation and experience 
m the navy show, that in nothing does it sufier more at this time than 
from bad cordage. ‘The impositions in the quality of the hemp, in the 
manufacture, and in the tar, are numerous, are difficult of detection, 
productive of injurious delays when detected, and, when not detected, 
exceedingly hazardous to the safety of both crews and vessels. In- 
deed, the reasons seem more powerful in favor of making our own 
cordage, than of building our own vessels, or manufacturing our own 
blocks and auchors. An estimate is presented for the erection of two 
rope walks at appropriate sites. (F.) 

The vessels in ordinary have been, at most of the yards, covered, so 
n¢ to shelter them effectually from sunshine and storms, and to render 
their security from decay much greater than heretofore. It is a gratify- 
ing circumstance, that most of these vessels, as well as all those upon 
the stocks, are in a condition highly creditable to the persons who 
planned and executed the present mode of preserving them; and that, 
by proper care in future, until put in commission, no probability what- 
ever exists of much farther decay in the important portions of their ex- 
pensive works, or of any decay in those portions composed of the in- 
valuable material of live oak. (G. & H.) 

three new schooners, authorized to be built under the act of 
Congress, of February 3d, 1831, were commenced, one at the yard in 
this city, one at New York, and one at Charleston, They are all near- 
ly finished, and the first named on a plan seldom before attempted. If 
successful, it may prove a source of much economy and utility in the 
construction of vessels of the lower classes. She has been called the 
Experiment, and the others the Enterprize and Boxer. 

The whole purehases of timber and stores, untler the act for the 
gradual increase of the navy, and which remain in deposite, at the 
yards, are over a million and a half in value. 

The amount of purchases, under the act for ‘he gradual improve- 
ment of the navy, in deposite, is nearly a half a million. 





quarter, the Department, early in the year, felt compelled to refuse pay- | 
ment of some draughts by its former agents, and an attempt was made | 
to improve the forms of contracting business there, and to lessen the ex- | a half more. 


to proceed to the Pacific by the way of the Cape of Good Hope; and |: 


and now collecting under the appropriation for the gradual improve- | 




















' 
| The amount of property on hand for repairs, is almost a million. 
The ordnance, provisions, &c. amouut to upwards of a miliion and 
|. ‘The paper annexed (1) will present any further detail desirable on 
this subject. By this, it will likewise be seen, that the property belong- 
ing to the navy has rapidly increased, znd is increasing. Some new 
regulations in respect to the accounts for property, which exceed in 
amount the moneyed accounts of the navy, will probably be introduced 
Into the rules for the service now undergoing a revision. The object 
, will be to ensure ample security to the Government, strict care of its 
interests, and the greatest precautions against waste from accident or 
neglect. 
| ‘The real estate, as well as the personal property, belonging to the 
‘navy establishment, is very valuable, including navy yards, hospital 
grounds, sites for magazines, and their re<pective buildings. he 
utles to some of these, and to parts of others, are in dispute ; and the 
| evidence of the titles to some are not collected aud preserved together. 
It would be very conducive to the security of this estate, and render the 
| transaction of business concerning it more expeditious and satisfactory, 
if the examination of the titles, and the various controversies abent the 
) estate, and, if the collection and preservation of ail the documentary 
evidence of those titles, were devolved upon one of the law officers of 
the Government. 

The act of Congress of March 27th, A. D. 1804. makes the com- 
mander of the yard at Washington, the Navy Agent for this Depart- 
ment. In the changes since adopted respecting Navy Agents, no sepa- 
rate and permanent one has been appointed at this yard; but the duties 
bave been performed by the conmmander without giving any security 
by bonds, and without the usual check of an approval of his purchases 
by another officer. The duties of Agentto the Department were never 
specially imposed on him in practice, till the past sammer. This last 
change has been made in compliance with both the letter and spirit of 
the act of Congress, and has contributed to public convenience, by the 
Saving of time and labor to the officers of the Government, and te those 
| having business to transact with it. It is recommended, for the obviows 


| reasons before suggested, that the duties of Navy Agent to the yard, and 
mmauder 





this Department, be hereafter separated from those of the co 
of the yard; and that the usual responsibility, and a just ein pensation, be 
annexed to the former office. (C. No.7.) Indeed the whole system 
fe compensation to Navy Agents, whether permanent or temporary, 
has for many years depended so mach upon large and arbitrary allow. 
ances, Very questionable in some particalars in point of principle, that 
{further legislation on the entire subject seems highly proper. A new 
arrangement in 2 Se to the dranghts by our agents on two foreign 
stations, and in réspect to the payment of the draughts drawn on all 
of our foreign stations, when payable in London, has lately been con- 
cluded on terms much more advantageous to the Government. 
As a part of the plan for the gradual improvement of the nart, the 
| attention of this Department has, for some years, been turned to live 
|oak, and to its preservation, when found growing on the public lands. 
| About a quarter of a century ago, it was estimated that the full growth of 
between four and five hundred acres of timber trees was annually requi- 
site to keep the British Navy in its condition at that time; and such is 
the rise in value, as well as scarcity, of good building materials in the 
a of high agricultural cultivation, that the royal forests of Eng- 
and preserved for public purposes, have sometimes been considered 
one great foundation of her naval greatness. » 
The plantation of trees, commenced a few years since, in Florida 

| was not deemed a proper subject of further attention, by my immediate 
oe more, however, it is presumed, from doubts about the 
egality and necessity of that particular measure, than about the utility 
of careful attention to either the growth or safety of our live oak ge 








- n- 
erally. No expense in respect to the plantation has yet been authorized 


by me, except such as seemed indispensable to secure the benefits of 
previous expenditures. A more extended plan of agents and vessels 
for the discovery and preservation of such live oak as is now growing 
on the public lands, was devised last winter, dividing the seaboard from 
the St. Mary’s to the Sabine into seven districts, with an agent in each, 
and stationing three small vessels at proper distances on the coast, to 
aid in the same object, and in the survey of the bays, navigable creeks, 
and rivers of that region. ‘This plan had advanced so far in May, that 
it could not be at once discontinued without much loss. The measures 
necessary for a fair test of its merits have, therefore, been completed : 
its benefits, if answering original expectations, will soon be developed, 
and whether failing or successful, the trial, it is hoped, will lay the 
foundation for full information as to the quantity and location of this kind 
of timber, will assist the Government in the reservation of those public 
lands where it abounds, and enable the Department hereafter to re- 
commend a substitute less expensive and equally efficacious. In the 
paper annexed, (J,) is a minute detail of the proceedings on this 
subject. 

intimately connected with the interests of the service, are the pur 
chase and use of iron tanks in all our vessels in commission ; they are 
now prepared only for ships of the line and frigates built out of the 
fund for the gradual increase of the navy. The convenience derived 
from them in ballasting, the increased capacity they leave for stores, the 
greater security to health in the quality of the water—al!l conspire to 
render a specific appropriation for this object very desirable, and, in the 
end, economical. (K.) 

The building of steam batteries is another subject of mach interest; 
While such astonishing improvements are making in the application 
of steam, it wonld be improvident to overlook its probable importance 
hereafter in maritime warfare, or fail to keep pace with other naval na- 
tions in any new means of attack or defence. The experiment made 
here soon after the successful introduction of this power, in the build. 
ing of a steam frigate, was, perhaps, equal to the state of skill in the use 
of the power at that period. As that frigate, however, has been destroyed 
by aceident, and as the machinery since obtained for other steam ves- 
sels of war is not the best now extant for such purposes, it is recom- 
mended that an appropriation be made, to enable the Department to ex- 
change it, or to purchase new and more appropriate machinery, and to 
erect, soon as may be, two steam batteries of twelve heavy guns each, 
on the most modern and improved models. (L.) 

The improvement of the navy depends so much on the character of 
its officers and seamen, as well as on its vessels, docks, yards, and 
building materials, that your attention is invited to some circumstances 
calculated to exercise, in that respect, a favorable influence. {[t would 
hardly be useful or decorous to dwell on former recommendations from 
this Department in respect to many important changes, chiefly as re. 
ae rank and pay, a limited peace establishment, a naval academy, 
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hospitals, the abolition of such large and vexatious systems of discretion 

ary allowances, @ division of the duties of the naval board, a change de 
the powers of parsers, and in the mode of making pene r 
medical department. Most of these recommendations have my a 
ed approbation. In addition to them, the state of the service ar ree 
requires the adoption of a few alterations connected with the — . 7 
on shipboard to young officers, and with the welfare of some, W mus 

highly usefal in their stations, though acting in — ee 
Thus, itis belreved that greater benefits of education to _ yon 
midshipman, while at sea, could be obtained by a more libera 9 oe 

sation to schoolmasters, and sedulous attention to the purchase an pre- 
servation of nautical books and instruments; that the important class of 
sailing-masters, as they are not in the line of promotion, will soon a 
come extinct without emoluments more nearly equal to what can be 
commanded in the merchant service ; that the carpenters and satl-ma- 
kers are paid much less than those not in Commission ; and ry the 
wages of gunners and boatswains are entirely ae a4 
pens that the moral and religious benefits auticipated from t ” enip oy: 
ment of chaplains, in our vessels abroad, though earnestly desired, can- 
not b@ fully obtained by the Department, in the present condition of 

that class of officers. This misfortune occurs, in part, from the bodily 

infirmities of a majority of them; but so far as it springs from the sunall- 
ness of their number, and the inadequacy of their Compensation, it ts 
hopec that Congress will furnish a remedy. sata 

It gives me mach pleasure to observe that the occurrence of court: 
martial is becoming less frequent; that your resolution to protect the op- 
pressed, whether seamen or officers, and at the same time to carry sen- 
tences into full and final effect against those clearly convicted, and that 
the salutary alterations in punishments recommended during the past 
year, are beginning to prodace a beveticial influence. 

" Notwithstanding the high wages and great demand for seamen in 
merchant vessels, the naval service continues popular. No difficulty 
has been experienced in obtaining crews seasonably ; indeed, the re- 
eruiting rendezvous were closed some months ago, and, in the mean 
time. ull more men were wanted, they made repeated applications for 
the rendezvous to be re-opened. Much care has been exerted to pro- 
mote the welfare of our seamen. Whenever their terms of service ex- 
ire abroad. they have, for some years, if not consenting to Te-iniist, 
=a sent home atthe public expense. But the latter course is attend- 
ed by inconvemence and cost, arising mostly from short differences in 
the periods of service in a large crew, and for which the most effectual 
remedy would be found in Congress authorizing inen to be enlisted not 
only for three years, but, if sailing toa foreign station within the first year, 
then to extend the three years from the time of sailing. ‘Two orders are 
annexed, (M, 1 & 2,) which have been issued during the past season, 
chiefly to ameliorate the condition of this class of men. Besides these, 
other attentions, of late years, to comfort in their dress, to greater dryness 
and warmth in their apartments at sea, to new securities against disease, 
and better accommodations while sick, appear to have excited increased 
and permanent attachment on their part to that service in which they 
have helped to cover their country with sach durable glory. 

Many useful changes in the naval code, as to the punishment of of- 
fences, have before been urged ; and, in additien to them, the power to 
order courts in vards and vessels within the limits of the United States, 
in the same way as on board public vessels at sea; would he a great 
convenience. . 

The discontinuance of the marine corps, or its transfer entirely to 
either the army or the navy, has been the subject of former recom- 
mendations from this Department. In its present fluctuating condition, 
without any imputation on the character of the officers of the corps, 
frequent difficulties in relation to pay, allowances, trials, and orders, 
are necessarily happening ; and part of which proceeded to such an ex- 
tent as to require a special resolution of Cougress in 1830, and a par- 
ticular provision in the appropriation bill of 1831. But by placing this 
establishment, as in former years has been proposed, wholly under 
navy discipline and laws, most of these difficulties might, in my opin- 
‘on, be obviated, all the present benefits of it to the service retained, its 
;nerease in numbers rendered unnecessary, its old associations preserv- 
ed, and much greater economy, harmony, and energy infused into its 
operations, Without derogating at all from the respectability and useful- 
ness of the corps. Sheuld the system recommended in the document 
annexed (C, No. 12, be fully adopted, the saving is estimated at over 
#'9,000 annually. ut, in that event the officers not needed should, 
+» inatice, be transferred to the army, and the saving to the Government 
would then fall short of that amount. In its hospital and _ staff depart- 
ments alone, a change of less extent as to officers would save to the 
p. ble more than $10,000 annually; and a portion of the expensive ca! 
for new barracks, presented in the estimates of the present year, would 
be rendered unnecessary. The appropriation at the last session, for 
those at Philadelphia, was so expressed, that the officers of the Treasury 
did not feel authorized to allow the expenditure. 

The condition of the navy pension and navy hospital funds, they he- 
ine under the charge of other officers in connexion with the Secretary 
of the Navy, will be made the subject of a distinet Report by the com- 
missioners, with a view to great, and, in my Opinion, very salutary 
changes in their future management, ‘1 he state of the privateer pension 
fund the past year is disclosed in the annexed Report. CN. : 

The large supply of lead in the hands of the Government, as rents 
from the public mines, being three or four millions of pounds beyond 
what has been used by the War Department, and the great quantity 
needed in the navy being annually, for ten years past, about fifty thou- 
sand pounds, induce me to recommend that, from those rents, a quantity 
equal to our naval wants be yearly set apart, and placed at the disposal 

: partment. 

« Th Sethe. dismissions, and resignations, the past year, are detailed 
in the lists annexed. (O, No. 1 to 3.) as 

“The general estimates for the ensuing year are presented int re docn- 
ments before referred to. and marked (C, No. 1 to 15 ) In ~_— an at- 
tempt has been made, in conformity to what is believed to be the tne 
spirit of our institutions and the repeated wishes of Congress, to enable 
the legislative authorities to render the appropriations more specific, and 
to place the enumerated contingent fund ina condition to wae wm 
nearly and promptly those demands upon it 80 indispensable - re 
eflicient operations of the navy. Although the whole expenses 0 the 
last vear may not equal the whole appropriation and balances on hand 
for the naval service, yet the enumerated contingent, as in former 
years, has proved insufficient. The remedy, hereafter suggested to 
supply all past deficiencies, 18 considered preferable to any former prac- 
tice of resorting to other specific appropriations. ' 

in the mode of keeping accounts with persons responsible to this 
Department, so great latitude was, at one time, indulged in the trans- 
fer of appropriations from one object to another, that the disbursing 
officera stand charged with almost incredible sums under other heads; 
bat which balances cannot be legally settled without the authority of 
Congress. As this difficulty has generally originated more from care- 
lessness than dishonesty, and, though ceusurable in nage has pro- 
hably eaused no essential injury to the public, it seems judicious to al- 
low. wnder the usual guards against imposition and loss, the privilege 
of an adjnetment to the persons interested. No other course is perceived 
which will enable the accounting officers connected with this depart- 
ment ever to close these transactions on their books, and to introduce, 
with fall effect, an accurate and improved system. These unsettled 
balances now exceed seven millions of dollars. Again, by catrying the 
baiances not expended from the contingen! appropnations to the sur- 
plus fund, instead of reserving them, as im the case of pay, provisions, 
&o. to meet future claims, (and in the necessities of the service abroad 
these claims cannot always be early received and adjusted,) the de- 
mands on those contingent appropriations in some former years have 
not only exceeded their amount, but cannot now be discharged from 
any surplus of other years. Nor should the deficiency be taken, as 
done at some prior periods, from the different heads of appropriation, 
without an express legal provision: nor can it be taken from any exist- 
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ng appropriation for arrearages, as none has been made the last few 
a - « aan 


years. To settle these just demands, it will therefore be necessary to 
appropriate to the object the balances of all former years carried to the 
surplus fund, or to make a new appropriation of about $80,000. This 
latter course is the more definitive, and seems due tu all the claimants, and 
especially to the meritorious officers of the navy. 
culty in tature, it will only be necessary that the appropriations for con- 
tungencies should assume the form of those for pay and subsistence, 
without any increase of their whole amoant, that these appropriations 
in other respects should correspend with the estimate for the present 
year, by throwing some of the enumerated items upon other and speci- 
fic heads, and thus lessening the gross nominal sum for contingeucies 
over $100,000 ; and that due vigilance be exercised in the Department 
to contine the demands on these appropriations within the limits of the 
sums provided. ‘There will propably be on the Ist of January next, an 
uvexpeuded balance from all the appropriations of last year to the navy 
of nearly twenty times this $80,000 ; but it may all be required when 
the whoie accounts for the year are closed ; and, if not, as before re- 
marked, it would seem, on any correct principles of legal construction, 
aud of administering specific appropriations, not to be applicable to 
these old arrearages, or to different heads from those particularized, 
without the special authority of Congress. (P.) 

If the system of making surveys of our coasts by naval officers, at 
great exposure and toil, continues to meet public approbation, a specific 
appropriation to reward the extra services in that employment the last 
yeur, as well as any in future, to the amount of $2,000 annually ; will 
be necessary. 

it would conduce much to the convenience of officers in the navy, 
without incuring any great risk to the public, if this Department were 
empowered to advance the allowance for travel and transportation 
when orders are given for duty within the United States—the authority 
to do it now being confined to the case of orders for service abroad. 

Under an appropriation made at the last session, the naval monu- 
ment las been removed from the navy yard, in this city, to a site west 
of the Capitol. The expense has not exceeded the estimate, although. 
in addition to the repairs, about two hundred dollars’ worth of labor, not 
inclu ‘ed in the estimate, will be required fully to compensate the con- 
tractor, if he proceeds to renew the inscriptions, besides giving unifor- 
mity of color to the statues. But this, as the appropriation is already 
exhausted, must depend solely on the liberality of Congress. (Q.) 

The general appropriation for the suppression of the slave trade has 
had bat small demands upon it, in addition to the special charges im- 
posed by Congress in favor of Armstrong and of Livingston’s heirs. For 
information in relation to the expenditures the past year, and to the pro- 
perty of the United States, in Africa, acquired by, former expenditures on 
this subject, a document is annexed. (R,1 and 2.) This property 
may require some new legislation concerning its sale or preservation. 
Thongh an agent is still maintained at Liberia, the Report from the 
commander of the Java, before named, contains all the intelligence re- 
ceived from the establishment at that place during the year, except a 
letter announcing the Joss, by piracy, of a vessel in the employ of the 
colonists. From the nature of the transaction, it may be questionable 
whether any hostile designs are meditated against the commerce of the 
United States by those who committed that outrage. But measures 
were immediately taken to obtain full information en the subject, and 
the earliest opportunity will be embraced to have that region of country 
again visited by one of our public vessels. 

With a view to more uniform and satisfactory administration of both 
the naval and civil branches of this Department, the rules and regula- 
tions, published in A. D. 1818, have been carefully revised, and en- 
larged as to naval duties; and the different orders, circulars, and 
decisions, now in force in relation to the transaction of business be- 
tween this Department and the officers of the navy, with other useful 
rnies of a civil character in relation to the service, have been collected ; 
in some cases amended ; and in all condensed. The whole of those 
will soon be submitted for your approbation, and if receiving it, will 
be afterwards Jaid before Congress. Their distribution and strict en- 
forcement hereafter, will, it is hoped, contributejto system in business, 
harmony in the service, aud economy in the pablic disbursements. 


This last kind of economy, and not a dimination in the gross amount of 


naval expenditures, is all which probably may be expected under the 
gradual increase of our navy, the great improvements going forward 
in our docks and yards, the wider range and exposure of our naviga- 
tion, and the present flourishing resources of the country so well adapt- 
ed to make due preparation iu peace for the exigencies of fature wars. 
In this enviable state of the Confederation, the estimates for the navy 
have been in some degree conformed to what is supposed to be the 
wishes of the people in respect to so important an establishment; and 
without any augmentation of officers not before mentioned, and without 
the recommendation of any doubtful novelties in our expenditures, 
every thing has been attempted which promises to ensure, with frugali- 
ty, promptitude, and vigor, the promotion of the great ends of naval 

protection and defence. 
With much respect, 


LEVI WOODBURY. 
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Tvespay, Decemeer 27, 1831. 

SENATE.—Mr. POINDEXTER laid on the table proposals from 
Duff Green to print a siereotype edition of the Secret Journals of the 
old Congress. 

Mr. SMITH submitted the following resolution : 

Resolred, That the Committee on Commerce be instracted to inquire 
into the expediency of granting a sum of money to the Mayor and 
Corporation of Baltimore, to assist them in the preservation of the na- 
vigation of the port and parbor of that city. 

Mr. JOHNSTON svomitted the following resolution: 

Resolred. That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of improving the harbor at Port Ponchartrain. 

Mr. BUCKNER submitted the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of improving the navigation of the river 
St. Francois, from the mouth of said river to the town of Greenville. in 
the State of Missouri, and the propriety of making an appropriation for 
that purpose. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of establishing a National Hospital, at the town of 
Cape Girardeau, in the State of Missouri. 

Mr. HANNA submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of an appropriation to be expended on 
the Cumberland road, in the State of Indiana. 

The following resolution, submitted on Friday last, by Mr. HEND- 
RICKS, was considered and adopted after having been amended, on 
motion of Mr. HANNA, by the insertion of the words “and the St 
Joseph’s River, from its yanction with Lake Michigan,” after the word 
“ Wabash.” 

Resolred, That the Committee on Internal Improvements be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making en appropriation to improve 
the navigation of the two White rivers, in the State of Indiana, from 
their junction with the Wabash, as high up as they be considered navi- 
gable; and, also that the same Committee be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of authorizing a survey of the mouth of Trail creek, at 
the southern bend of Lake Michigan. 

Mr. KING gave notice that he would, to-morrow, ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill for the laying out and construction of a road from Chata- 
hootchie to Line creek, in Alabama. 


HOUSE.—Mr. HOFFMAN, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 


To obviate this diffi- |. 


a ee ee 
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reported a bill to provide for rebuilding the frigate Java and the sloop iF 


Cyane. 
Mr HOFFMAN also reported a bill to finish the rebuilding of the 
frigate Macedonian. 
Distributwn of the Public Lands.—The following resolution, submitted 
on — imst., by Mr. BLAIR, of Tennessee, was next taken up: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be instructed’to _ 
inquire into the ony ary of distributing according to [population,} ~ 
the proceeds of the public lands amongst the several States and ['Ter- 
ritories; ] which distribution, when made, shall be expended on works 
of internal improvement, or to reimburse money already expended | 
on such works, [and for purposes of education, | as the Legislatures of ~ 
the several States shall direct. A 
The question was on the amendment of Mr. HUNT, to insert the 
following words: (‘for the purposes of nar ae rae 0h E 
Mr. VINTON offered the following resolution to the consideration of “3B 
the House, as a substitute for the proposition before it. . 
(Strike out all after the word “ Resolved,” and insert:) That a : 
Committee be appointed to inquire into the expediency of providing @ 
an uniforn system of gradually closing vp the sale of the publiclands @ ‘ 
now ia market, or that may be hereafter brought into market; — | 
Also, to take into consideration the expediency of appropriating the ~ | 
proceeds of the public lands, after the payment of the Public Debt, to 
the promotion of some national object or objects. 
Mr. HUNT withdrew his amendment: and 4 , 
Mr. BLAIR, of Tennessee, accepted the modification suggested by 7 
Mr. VINTON. a 
Mr. WICKLIFFE said, the subject of the resolution was already @ } 
before the Committee on Pablic Lands. to whom it had been referred : 
both by the reference of that part of the President's Message which re- 
lated to it, and by a communication from one ef the Departments. He | 
objected to the appointment of a Select Committee, as the matter pro- © 
perly belonged to a standing one. As a member of the Committee on — 
Pablic Lands, he had no particular wish to entertain the question there, 
but that was the proper place of its reference, unless it were to be said : 
that that Committee had too much business, or that it had too little infor. 
mation on the subject. ‘ 
Mr. DUNCAN moved the following resolution as an amendment to | 2 
the proposition of Mr. VINTON. | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be instructed to 





MA i—_- | 


inquire into the justice and expediency of appropriating one-third of q f 
the proceeds of the future sales of the public lands to objects of inter. J 
nal improvements within the States in which the lands are sold, and) 


that the same Committee inquire into the expediency of appropriating} = 
(after the National Debt is paid) one-third of the proceeds of said Janc) 
sales, for the construction of roads and canals from the M ississippi, thep: 
Ohio, the Lakes, and the St. Lawrence, to the commercial cities on th: % 
Atlantic, and of appropriating the remaining third of said proceeds fe: 
purposes of education, the works or objects of improvements to be de. 
signated or approved by Congress.and the money to be expended ‘unde: s 
the authority of the States in which said improvements are made. H ~ 
Mr. CARSON observed, that if the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr , 
Dvuxcas,) would turn to the acts of cession of the States, givingthia ¢ 
Northwestern Territory to the United States, he would find that the R 
grant was accompanied by certain restrictions and reservations incop-§ 
sistent with the provisions of his resolution. Congress had no power of 
as would be seen by the act of the Legislature of North Carolina of D 
1798 or 1799, to make any appropriation from the proceeds of the pub. of 
lic lands, after the extinguishment of the debt, except upon the princ:- 
ples of an equitable distribution among the States. s 
Mr. MERCER followed, contending for distribution of the proceecs) 
among the States, according to their contribution to the national rel 
venue, and according to the federal number of the population. Hd 
was opposed to any subversion of the present land laws, which he con4§ M0 
sidered to be the most perfect that the wisdom of man could devise. 
Here the discussion was arrested by the expiration of the hour. ; 
Mr. ELLSWORTH moved to suspend the rule of the House, bub 


the motion was negatived. 
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Frauds on the Revenue.—Mr. MITCHELL, of South Carolina. aske sla 
the conseut of the House to offer a resolution. | 
Mr. EVERETT, of Massachusetts, askeg the nature of the busine: Al 
to which it referred, which was explained by Mr. M. So 


The resolution was then introduced as follows, and laid upon the ts 
ble one day: | 








Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to inquire 
of the collectors of the ports of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Batt S 
tumore, and Charleston, what condemnations of smuggled goods, an alri 
what suits had occurred between the collectors of those ports and tly apy 
citizens of the United States, or the subjects of any foreign Power, i: sho 
relation to frauds practised on the revenue laws, specifying the dates mo 
the names of the parties, and the decrees of the court in each case ” 
from the Ist of January, 120, to the Ist of September, 1831. ( 
On motion of Mr. STEWART, it was the 
Resolred, That the Committee on Internal Improvement be instruete: con 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for the continuation of 1 dar 
improvement of the steamboat navigation of the waters of the Ohio a " 
Mississippi, by extending the same up the Monongahela river, to suc 
point as they may deem practicable and expedient. os 
On motion of Mr. HOGAN, it was ‘we 
Resolred, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to iz a 


quire into the expediency of providing for the facilitation of intercou 
between the United States and the neighboring provinees of Gre s 
Britain, by land and inland navigation, and for preventing violations : 


the revenue laws on the inland frontier. the 

Mr. BOULDIN offered the following resolution : Flo 

Whereas, By the laws of the United States, ad valorem duties x wo 
laid on various articles of import, but the per centum duty required : > 
not laid on the costor value at the place of enthentien, but on that cos o 
with all charges (except insurance) added, and with 10 or 20 per cent = 
added to'that aggregate: and, whereas, also, various minimum valve - 
or prices are affixed by law, (by which to ascertain the amount of dv whi 
ties cheargeable on the same goods,) differing widely from the ccs by 
thereof: so that from the Jaw itself, that rate of duty to be paid on ti th. 
importation of any given article, subject to ad valorem duties, cannot | pw 
ascertained. os 

Resolved, therefore, That the Committee on Commerce be instructel —_ 
to inquire into the practical effect of these laws, and report to the Hons oo 
the actual per centum on the prime cost which is imposed by them Pa 
that they, also, inquire how fartthose duties are in effect prohibitor 7m 
setting forth, as distinctly as they can,the various descriptions of impor yy 
that are thus interdicted our shores, and, so far as may be practicable la r 
to state the cost and charges at which such interdicted goods might " 
imported. — 

Mr. EVERETT, of Massachusetts, asked if this resolution we that 
not similar in purport to one offered by the same gentleman on 2 ces 
instant. “1. 

The SPEAKER compared the resolutions, and said they were p omy 
sufficiently analagons to constitute a question of order, and the resol r A 
tion was ordered to be laid on the table and be printed, together wi re 
the former one. of, t 

Mr. CAMBRELENG offered the following resolution, which aa 8°! 
lies one day. ay 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to furni os 
this House with an annual statement of the nett revenue collected a 
woollens and cottons ; on each description of iron paying a specific ¢ _ 
ty; on all manufactures of iron paying an ad valorem duty ; ¢ Ty 
brown, white, and refined sugar, discriminating between each ki de 
and, on hemp and cordage, from the 30th September, 1789, to the 3 _ Se 
September, 1831: together with a statement of the nett revenue ant’ busir 


ally collected for the last ten years, ending the 30th September, 18% 
on the manufactures of silk, of flax, and of hemp: on wool, indig 





wines, spirits, molasses, teas, coffee, fruits, spices, salt, and coal. 
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Weonesvay, Decemper 28, 183). 

SENATE.—Mr. KING, on leave granted, introduced a bill to !ay_ 
out and constract a road from Chatahootchie to Line creek, in Ala- 
bama, which was read and ordered to a second reading. : 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. HANNA, in relation to 
the Cumberland road, was considered and agreed to: 

Resotved, That the Committee on Roads und Canals be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of an appropriation to be expended on the 
Cumberland road, in the State of Indiana. 

The following resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. JOHNSTON, 
was cousidered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of improving the harbor at Port Ponchartrain. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. SMITH, was considered 
and agreed to. ; 

The resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. HOLMES, was consid- 
ered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to commu- 
nicate to the Senate, copies of all the instructions to collectors of the 
customs and other officers in respect to the British colonial trade, given 
or issued since the proclamation of the Presideat, of the 5th of Octo- 
ber, 1830. 

The bill providing for the armament of certain fortifications of the 
United States, was taken up; when 

Mr. BENTON said, he had been instructed by the Committee on 
Military Affairs to move its indefinite postponemeat. 

After some debate, m which Mr. SMITH opposed, and Messrs. 
BENTON, HAYNE, and HOLMES sappented, the proposition for 
postponement upon the ground of the bill providing a large expendi- 
ture, ata time when it was net necessary, 

The question ou the indefinite postponement of the bill was taken, 
and decided by veas and nays as follows. 

YEAS.—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Buckner, Brown, Clay, Dickerson, 
Ewing, Foot, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hanna, Hayne, Hend- 
ricks, Hill, Holmes, Kane, Mangum, Marcy, Miller, Moore, Prentiss, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Seymour, ‘Tomlinson, Troup, Tyler, White, Wil- 

ins—3I. 
awe: ~Siainn. Bibb, Dallas, Dudley, Johnson, Knight, Silsbee, 

Smith—7. 

HOUSE.—Mr. VINTON, from the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals, reported a bill to authorize the surveying and Jaying out of a road 
from Detroit, Michigan, westwardly, by way of Hiwassee to Grand 
river, in the Michigau ‘Territory. 

Mr. LETCHER, from the Committee on Internal Improvements, re- 

rted a bill to authorize the surveying and making of a road from Le 
Piaisamt’s bay, in the Territory of Michigan, to intersect the Chicago 
read. It was read twice, committed to a Committee of the Whole, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, aud ordered to be printed. 

Public Lands.—The House then took up the resolution, accepted by 
Mr. BLAIR, of Tennessee, at the suggestion of Mr. VINTON, asa 
modification of his original resolution ; to which Mr. DUNCAN, on the 
previous day, moved an aunendment. 

The subject was discussed until the close of the hour, by Mr. DUN- 
CAN in support of his proposition, and by Mr. McDUFFIE and Mr, 
ROOT in opposition to it. 

On motion of Mr. DRAYTON, the House went into a Committee 
of the Whole, Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, in the Chair, and took 
np the bill for the adjustment and settlement of the claims of the State 
of South Carolina against the United States. 

The House, at 3 o'clock, adjourned. 





Tuurspay, Decemner 29, 1831. 


SENATE.—Reduction of Duties.—Mr. BENTON, in pursuance of 
notice given yesterday, introduced a bill to abolish the daty-on alum 
salt; which was read aud ordered to a second reading. 


HOUSE.—The SPEAKER presented a Memorial from various 
ladies of the City of Philadelphia, on the subject of the slave trade and 
slavery in the District of Columbia. 

[The petition was of a similar tenor to the petitions presented by Mr. 
ADAMS. at an early period of the session, from members of the 
Society of Friends, in Pennsylvania. } 

At the request of Mr. DODDRIDGE, the petition was read in part. 

Mr. DODDRIDGE said, he was now aware of the nature of the 

ition, and it was perhaps unnecessary to read the whole of it. He 
eee to state, that the Committee on the District of Columia had 
already reported on the ge apne of part of it, and that report had 
appeared to have met with the onanimous assent of the House. He 
should, therefore, as it was unnecessary to enter again apon the subject, 
move to lay the petition on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Georgia and Florida Boundary Line.—A Message was received from 
the President, and presented by the SPEAKER to the House, with a 
communication from the Secretary of State, on the subject of the boun- 
dary line between the State of Georgia and the Territory of Florida. 

The message and communication resulted from a resolution for in- 

uiry, introduced by Mr. WHITE, of Florida, calling for copies of a 
Conempendenty with the Governor of Georgia, and other papers on 
the subject, and were accompanied by several documents, illustrative of 
the particulars of the question. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, said he had deemed it his duty to introduce 
the resolution which had produced the communication just read, from 


the President. It related to a subject of deep interest to the Territory of 


Florida, as it involved a contested eg of the title and jurisdiction 
ever one million and a half acres 0 
course interested in an investigation of that title, which is claimed by 
the State of Georgia on the one hand, and the charter of the colony, 
and by the United States. under the stipulations of the treaty of 1795, 
betweerf Spain and the United States. The Territory of Florida was 
concerned in the decision of the right, and still more in the jurisdiction 
which will be brought in conflict very soon, if this question is not put 
to rest. There was already between the two lines serious apprehen- 
sions of the inhabitanis whether they are under the control of the State 
of Georgia, or ander that of the United States and the Territory of Flo- 
rida. In a very short period, questions will arise whether the inhabit- 
ants of the disputed Territory are to serve on juries, work on roads, and 
y taxes to one Of the other Government. ‘The State of Georgia had 
disposed of the question in a summary way, by running the line ac- 
cording to the view the authorities of the State entertain of the subject. 
We claim, and the United States are prepared to maintain it, that this 
land was ceded by Spain to this Government, and that the line has been 


run and settled under the treaty of 1795, and that all the land south of 


that line was aequired, is now owned by the United States, and isa 
component part of the Territory he represented. To understand this 

nestion properly, it would be necessary to print for the use of the 
rae with this Message, the previous correspondence and reports on 
the subject; and he would submit a motion to print the Message and 
documents accompanying the same, as well as those heretofore present- 


ed, that the House might act upon the subject with a full ‘et sr va of 


the facts. Mr. W. moved to refer them to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, which was agreed to, 

Mr. WHITE asked the indulgence of the House to allow him to 
present a letter he had the honor to receive from Mr, Gallatin, and 
another from the draftsman of the General Land office, relating to the 
Report of the Commissioners of Spain and the United States. 

The motion was, by unanimous consent, received, and the papers 
ordered to be printed. 

South Ca 
business of the preceding day, being the bill for the adjustment of the 
claims of South Carolina, 


land. The United States were of 


ina Claims.—The House then took up the unfinished 


Aller some time spent in debate, in which Measis. BLAIR, McKEN- | 
NON, McDUFFIE, WHITTLESEY, NUCKOLS, McCOY, BUR- | 
GES, POLK, DRAYTON, and WAYNE, wok a part, 
The House adjourned. 





Frivay, Decemsen 30, 1831. 


SENATE.—The CHAIR communicated a letter from the Secre- 
tary of State, transmitting fifty copies of the wap of the Territory in 
dispute, near the Northwestern Boundary. 

The bill introduced, on leave, by Mr. BEN'TON, to abolish the duty 
on alum salt, having been read the second tite, an interesting debate 
arose on the question, whether it should be referred w the Committee 
on Finance, or the Committee on Manufactures. Messrs. BENTON, 





HAYNE, and SMITH, supported the question of reference to the for- 
wer Committee, and Messrs. CLAY and DICKERSON, spoke in 
favor of referring the bill to the Committee on Manufactures. On tak- 
cided in the negative—Yeas 17, Nays 22; and the bill was then referred, 
without a division, to the Committee on Mauulactures. The Senate 
spent some time in the consideration of Executive business, and theu 
adjourned. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


HOUSE.—The following resolutions were offered by the unanimous 
consent of he House: 

On motion of Mr. BURGES, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee to which was referred the petition of 
the Transylvania University, praying that a township of land may be 
granted to the trustees thereof, for the use and beuvefit of that institution, 
be directed to inquire into the justice and expediency of granting a 
township of land w the trustees of Brown University, in the State of 
Rhode Island, for the use and benefit of that institution. 

On motion of Mr. DRAYTON, it was 

Resolved, That the Library Committee be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of subscribing to the continuation of Patterson aud 
Vanzantt’s Tabular Statistical Views of the United States, for the use 
of Congress; and into the propriety of purchasing the remaining copies 
of the Tabular Statistical Views which the compilers may have on hand. 
On motion of Mr. M’CARTY, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Internal Improvements be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making au appropriation for the 
further progress and construction of the Cumberland road, in the State 
of Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. WATMOUGH, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of authorizing the Collector of any port, re- 
ceiving the bonds of importers not resident there, when the same shall 
be accompanied by a certificate from the collector of the port, at which 
said importers reside, that the bondsmen are good, to make such bond 
payable at the place of importation. 

On motion of Mr. WING, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Internal Improvements be instruet- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of further extending the improve- 
ments of Laplaisance Bay, at the head of Lake Michigan, and of con- 
necting, by a short canal, the waters of the Bay with the river Raisin. 

Mr. WING also laid the following resolution on the -table, for 
one day : 

Resolved, That the Secretary at War be directed to report to this 
House, the plans and estimates of Major Maurice, of the Engineer 
Corps, in reference to farther improvements, at or near Laplaisance 
Bay Harbor, in the Territory of Michigan. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Tennessee, from the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals, reported a bil appropriating certain lands in the State of Alabama, 
for the purpose of connecting the Tennessee and Coosa Rivers by rail 
roads and canals; which was committed to the Committee of the 
Whole, made the order of day for to-morrow, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Blair's Resolution —The resolution submitted by Mr. BLAIR, 
of Tennessee, on a preceding day, and laid on the table yesterday, to- 
gether with its amendments, was taken up: 

Mr. ROOT, being eutitled to the floor, rese, and discussed the subject 
at some length. . 

After which, Mr. MITCHELL proposed to amend the amendment 
submitted by Mr. DUNCAN—by striking out all after the word “ that,” 
and inserting—*‘a Select Committee be appointed to inquire mto the 
expediency of selling the public lands to the States in which they lie, 
at a moderate price, and on liberal credit ; and to the best mode of ap- 
propriating the aggregate value of the said sales among the States, ac- 
cording to the terins of the several deeds of cession. 

Mr. TAYLOR moved that the rosolation, together with its amend- 
ments, be committed to the Committee of the Whole House. He said, 
why he moved its amendment was, that the House could be able to go 
on with its busmess. 

Mr. MITCHELL accepted the proposition. 

Mr. TAYLOR further said, that every member must be convinced 
that this prolonged debate would not be soon brought to a close ; that 
this debate, too, was consuming the time appropriated to the submitting 
of resolutions ; and he hoped it would meet the approbation of the 
House. He moved that the resolution and its amendments be com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. MERCER said, he wished that the gentleman from New York 
would modify his motion. He went on to say that all the crown lands 
were bought with the blood and treasure of all the States. He thought 
that the last amendment would meet the approbation of the House, and 
should like the debate to proceed, as the honorable gentlemen from 
New York, Mr. ROOT, had said some things which, in his opinion, 
were not strictly correct with respect to the cession of these lands by 
Virginia, and he should be ready to meet him on the floor; but it was 
not now a proper occasion. and he was not now prepared ; therefore he 
wished the debate might be extenuated, and not at present committed. 

The hour allotted then expired 

Mr. WILLIAMS then moved that the rule of the House be sus- 

nded, which was negatived. 

A bill entitled an act to authorize the State of Minois to sell twelve 
thousand acres of the public land in that State, for the use of the salt 
works known by the name of the Ohio Saline, was received from the 
Senate, asking the concurrence of the House. 

On motion the House adjourned, until Tuesday. 





The following are the Select Committees appointed in the House of 
Representatives, on the subjects of the Patent Laws, Imprisonment for 
Debt, and the mode of electing President and Vice President. 


On the Patent Laves. 

Mr. Taylor, of New York ; Mr. Wilkin of New York; 
Choat, of Massachusetts ; Silas Condict, of New Jersey ; 
Corwin, of Ohio ; Banks, of Peunsylvania. 
Potts, of Pennsylvania; 

On Imprisonment for Debt. 

Mr. Johnson, of Kerttucky ; Mr. Cooke, of Ohio; 

Cooper, of New Jersey ; Dewart, of Pennsylvania; 
McKennan, of Penn.; Whittlesey, of New York. 
Bouck, of New York; 

On the election of President and Vice President. 

Mr. McDuffie, of 8. Carolina; Mr. Hughes, of New Jersey; 
Root, of New York; Thompson, of Georgia ; 
McCoy, of Virginia ; Thomas, of Maryland. 
Adair, of Kentucky ; 


Coal.—The New York Memorial praying for a reduetion of duty on 
foreign coal, has been re-published in Baltumore. The Baltimore Re- 
publican says on the subject—‘ The same measures which have been 











taken in New York to lessen the presentevil, and provide for the fu- 





ing the question of reference to the Commitice on Finance, it was de- | 
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ture, should be generally adopted, here and elsewhere. Memorials 
should be drawn up, urging upon Congress the immediate repeal of the 
tax upon Coal—thut hereafter, the poor may not be left to the ~ tender 
mercies’’ of chartered companies, protected from domestic competition 
by accumulated and irresistible capital, and from foreign competition 
by unwise and anti-republican legislation.” 





The Pension List.—'The Report from the Pension Office states, that 
the number of Revolutionary pensioners on the rolls of the Department 
on the 17th day of October, 1531, to be 11,576, and that of invalid pen- 
sioners to be 3,568. ‘Total 14,744. 

The amount of warrants issued during the year 183], for the pay- 
ment of Revolutionary pensioners, is $1,005.632 73, and for invalid 
pensioners, $168,512 10. ‘Total, $1,174,144 &e. 

The number dropped from the list by death, and the operation of 
the Act of March 3d, 1219, is, of Revolatuionary pensioners, 375; of in- 
valids 72. ‘Total, 447. 





—————— 
COMMERCIAL. 





LONDON CORN EXCHANGE. 
Morvay, Nov. 7, 1831. 
In the course of last week there was a tolerably good arrival of Corn 
vessels, Which brought a moderate quantity et most descriptions of 
Gram, and a large supply of Flour. This morning, the market was 
thinly supplied with fresh samples of all kinds of Corn. The Wheat 
trade is rather higher for fine parcels, but for other qualities there was 
ouly a slack trade at last quotations. The Flour trade remains as Jast 
stated ; but some millers will not sell unless in proportion to 65s., being 
the top price. 
Liverpoot, Nov. 8. 

Corn Exchange.—The supplies of Irish Grain since Tuesday have 
been large; of other descriptions the imports are inconsiderable. With 
the existing disinclination to store new wheat, a very slight suspension 
of our late active demand has more than usual influence. Such has 
been the case for the last few days; the trade has been very dull, and 
notwithstanding the advance in most of the Irish markets, and the ecom- 
paratively high rates obtained for those descriptions of wheat in London, 
our prices have been receding. 

On Friday, and again on the subsequent day, at Manchester, 1d. to 


being the only exception; piese have become scarce, and, as well as 
United States flour, are held at very full prices. More business has oc- 
curred in Indian corn, several hundred quarters of the latter have been 
taken for shipment coastwise. Though little business has oceurred in 
lock corn or tiour, holders appear to have more confidence in these arti- 
cles, and less inclination to show samples. One large parcel of St. Pe- 
tersburg, hard, was sold yesterday at 6s. per 70 lbs. The quantity of 
either wheat or flour in the market is very inconsiderable. 

‘To-day’s market was pretty well attended, and a fair amount of busi- 
ness transacted in new W heats, but the quantity offering much exceed- 
ed the demand; and prices must be noted fully 1d. per bushel below 
the rates of this day week. No change in the value of old Wheat. 

Wheat, Engtish, white, per 70 Ibs., 9s. a 9s. 6d.; do., red, 8s. 3d. a 
es. Ud., do., old, 9s. a ¥. 6d.; Scotch, Welch, and Maux, 9s. a 9s. 4d.; 
Irish, Strangford, &c., Ss. 2d. a @s. 4d. Wexford, &c., 8s. a Bs. 2d: 
Danzic, 9s. a 9. Gd.; Flour, English, per 280 Ibs., 47s. a 49s., fresh, 
36s. a Jas. 

Liverpoot, Nov. 7, 183]. 

The demand for Cotton this week has been limited, the sales amount- 
ing only to 10,000 bags, bat prices, upon the whole, have been fair! 
supported. ‘The sales comprise 100 Sea Island, at 109d. to 154d., with 
100 Stained, at 5d. to 84d.; 3580 Bowed, 5d. to 64d.; 1780 Orleans, 
Sd. to 74d., with 40 at Sd. to 84d.; 2610 Mobile and Alabama, 5d to 
64d.; 420 Pernambuco, 7§d. to &4d.; 630 Maranham, 64d. to 7$d.; 270 
Bahia, 6$d. to 7d.; 50 Carthagena, 5d.; 50 West India, 54d. to 54d; 
240 Egyptian, 73d. to 84d.; and 200 Surat, at 33d. to 4¢d. per Ib. There 
continues a limited demand for cotton; the sales on Saturday, and tox 
day, were about 3,000 bags, at former prices. 

Lospox, Nov. 5.—New Dollars, 4 103. 


From the Agricultural Report fer October. 

The prime article, Wheat, on a general average, is jud b 
sehen tingid. to be near one-third minus. In the ae Aenea 
Suffolk, too many of the lands have returned barely 3 sacks per acre, 
much of the crop mildewed, or the grain thin and shrivelled, from its too 
speedy maturity. ‘There are, however, exceptions to this ill fortune in 
wnost or all districts, some lands escaping, the produce of which is said 
to be of fine quality, the kernels plump an heavy ; bat in very few 
parts is the acreable quantity much boasted. 


[ Private Letter. ] Lonpon, Nov. 5, 1831. 
Dollars, Spanish miiled, 4s. 104d. to $d. per oz.; Mexiean, &c. 4s 

103d.; American balves, 4s. 93d.; do. gold eagles, 77s. 6d.. Spanish 

doubloons, 75s. 9d. : Biss aiusala 

Liverroot, Nov. 9th, 183]. 

The Cotton market is dull. Flour is in better demand. Philadel- 

phia free, 34s.; for sweet, bonded, 23s. 6d.; some partially sour, 

22s. 6d.; sour, 21s. to 22s. : _— 
The uneasiness in regard to the late riot at Bristol, is subsidin , and 

the same way be said of the reported cases of Cholera at Sunderland. 


Another Letter, same date. 


The immense stock of Flour in Bond, and its indifferent quality, will 
keep its price at a low rate, whenever it is taken out of bond. Ave 
of Wheat last week, was 6s. 10d., aggregate GOs. 11d.; duty 26s, &d. 
The demand for flour on speculation has subsided, and it ma bought 
at rather less than ten days ago. [Those letters are contradictory as to 
flour, yet both from houses of the first respectahility. We do not see 
that there was any important change either way. ]—Editers Journal of 
Commerce. 


Correspondence of the Journal of Commerce. 


Havre, %h Nov., 1831. 

The demand for Cotton, during the last ten days, has been languid 
and the sales of the middling and inferior qualities have taken place at 
a decline of one or two centimes. Though no positive decline has been 
submitted to by the holders of the finer qualities, it has become difficult 
to effect sales at former rates. Several lots of Potash have been sold at 
44 francs, being a reduction on previous rates. At the same time, there 
has been no advance in Potash; a small lot having been sold, to arrive 
at 46f. 50. Coffees support former rates, but the demand is extensively 
limited. Rice. without demand. A small decline has taken place in 
the finer and middling qualities of Indigoes, and the demand, gene- 
rally, has become less active. Three per cents. 68f. Fives, 93f. 

Havre Market, Nov. 9.—From the English Review, embracing 10 
days. Pearl ashes advanced 3f. per 50 kilo., viz: to 46f. 50, at which 
37 bbls. were sold, and there are none now in market. Pots declined 
last sale 44f. Coffee, total of sales, 821 bags only ; Java at 78$c.: good 
Havana at 90c.; St. Domingo at 764 a 774. all in bond. Stock, 10,772 
bags; do. 1530, 3,535; do. 1829, 32,522; 1828, 21.164 bags. Sales 
fiom July Ist, to August 3ist, 59,435; do. in 1830, 81,565; in 1829, 
75,336; in 1828, 112,052. There has been some inquiry for foreign 
Wheat. 300 hee. sold at 24f. per 724 kilo. French Wheat has declined 
2f. per 200 ko., duty on flour 55c. per bbl., none on hand. Cotton a 
flat market, and a decline of 1 a 2c. on all short staple, ex fine quali- 
ties. Sales, 543 bales Orleans, at 83 to 1ic.; 2544 Upland, &ce., at 70 
a 91e.; 167 Sea Island at 200e.; arrivals, 5,332 bales. Stock, 19,089 
bales. Gum Senegal, advanced; 124 tons sold at 68c. free. Hides, 
but little doing ; Indigo, fine and middling, are a shade lower. 











citron, quiet. Foreign Sugars, very dull. Whalebone, sales 2 tona 
Southern at 2f., and 7} tons to arrive from New York at If. 90 free, 
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who live by employing the labor of others, may well suppose 
they are benefitted by making them work harder; und those 





FOR THE BANNER OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


DESULTORY REMARKS 
° ON THE 
ADDRESS OF THE TARIFF CONVENTION, 
Assembled at New Yorik:, October 26th, 1831. 


[conTixsuap rrom Pace 16.] 


Passing over, for the present, the manufacturers’ “ view of 
the Constitatioaxl question,” JI will proceed to consider their 
Political Economy. The views they put forth are diguified with 
It would be 


the name of a System supported by principles. 


who do nothing but purchase, may be pleased to see men 
“active” iu ministering to their enjoymenuts; but as to the mass 
—those who actually work—they cau*have no other interest in 
it, thaw as it supplies their wants. Now, these never can be 
<upplied as they ought to be, so long as the operatives are “‘anere 
human machines,” (to use the words of the Address,) to make the 
fortunes and minister to the luxuries of other meu. When they 
do net receive the full reward of labor, aud are forced to em- 
ploy their industry according to the vain theories of meddling 
politicians, though greater necessity may call for greater labor, 
it will not give eliber enjoyment or W ealth. ‘lo increase the 
industry of the mass of a uation so situated, would be of litte 
avail; but, in fact, it is impossible. You may deaden, and 
finally destroy, the great priuciple which increases tudustry 


much more appropriate to call them a Monopoly, with inen in 
chains, (like the Amherst Arms) fur Supporters. Serva yugum, 
would be a proper motto for the family coat. To call the ab- 
surd and contradictory propositions, the slavish doctrine, and 
the false and vofair assumptions of the Tariff school, a systein, 
is a foul abuse of the King’s Engli-h. ‘Therg is not a single 
principle upon which it is founded, that has been able to stand 
before scientific investigation, nor one assumed fact, which has 
not been proved either false in ixself, or in its application. As 
to the means by which it has been put into operation, they have 


among a people; but you can only add to its eflect by securing 
the free exercise,as well as the just rewards, of labor, 

When Free Trade, in the extended seuse of the term, is the 
principle of Government, aud wheu men are secured iu the en- 
joyment of what they earn, we veed vot trouble ourselves about 
the gain or loss of industry; the disposition to get beyond labor, 
will provide abundantly for that. 
country, drive children from the field into the cottou factory— 
it may not clevate men to high posts under Government, or 
make those rich who have neither wit nor industry to acquire 


It may pot, perhaps, io this 





been all borrowed from arbitrary governments, and are marked 
by an extensive scheme of petty and vexatious restraints, ulter- 


ly unworthy of a nation of freemen. 


The Address begins its enumeration of what are called prin- 
sentence: *“* All the means of human 
accumulations of wealth, are the pro- 
The proposition bere so pompously 
intended to form the basis of the sys- 
tem; and as it is made to play a first-rate part in the Political 
Economy of the manufacturers, it is worth while to consider 
Not to dwell upon the very 
irreverent bearing of the opinion, that human labor is the only 
source of human enjoyment, I will ask whether it is true in the 
universal sease in which itis propounded? The poor boy, who 
works all day in a pestilential factory and retires at night to 
nature's sweet restorer,” can form no idea of the truth of the 


ciples by the following 
enjoyment, and all the 
duct of human labor.” 
announced, is no doubt 


the grounds upon which it rests. 


this beautiful abstraction. I admit that his taskmaster may 
for most of his enjoyments do spring from ‘sore labor.” 


endless enjoyment! 


she teems with the richest production. 


attributed the movement of the wheel to his august presence. 


Labor accompanies civilization, and in the mass of men in- 
creases with it; but therefore to devise means of making men 
labor, either for their own existence, health, or morals, or for 
the eujoyments and wealth of others, can no more be justified, 
than to place them on the tread-mill for the attainment of the 
same ends. ‘Inthe sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,” was 
pronounced as a curse upon our sioful race, and so has it alway 
beea considered by the children of mea. The master-manufac- 
turer and the scheming politician toil not, neither do they spin, 
yet are they arrayed like Solomon in all his glory. Let them 
toil up the bill, instead of down, or on the plane, and then in- 
But, though 
labor is a curse, it has been made the means of avoiding stil! 
greater curses—want aud misery. Nature has implanted in us 
the disposition which fits us for labor, and she bas stimulated 
us to its exercise by the strongest calls. To live to better your 
condition, to provide food and raiment for yourself and family— 
these are the motives that lie at the basis of human industry. 
‘These are calls of nature, or habit, which is second nature; and 
they must be strong, te overcome the hatred which all men have 
to work. It is easy to convince a man that he had better work 
than starve; but it is quite as easy to induce him to let another 
labor for him. Buta little more persuasion is sufficient to bring 
about combinations of men, whose only occupation it is to de- 
vise plans by which one human being may be forced to work 
When these combinations are once formed—and 
they are among the first-born of civilized institutious-—self- 
styled philosophers and cunning monopolists set ail their wits to 
work to form theories and systems, in order to effect this un- 
holy purpose. They repel with disdain the unerring guide of 
nature. ‘They teach that labor is excellent above all things— 
that ‘ necessity’s sharp pinch” is pot temptation enough to in- 
dustry, but that she muat be fostered and encouraged by homi- 
lies and laws. If the temptations to labor are not strong enough, 
neither is the wit of man sufficiently acute to lead him into 
those paths where the fruits of industry are the largest and most 
secure. Men are asked to quit the employments of their ances- 
tors, in whieh they have lived and flourished, and are tempted, 
by a promise of high wages and little work, to take up with 


form as whether labor is a curse or a blessing. 


for another. 


callings as destructive to their morals as their health. 


Among these philosophers and monopolists, who have work- 
ed hardest at their trade, and so far with great success, are the 
mea who have imposed oo the country the Tariff Acts of °24 
and 28. ‘The part of the Address which we are now consider- 
ing, is intended to give a scientific air to the labors of these 
practical men. They set out with a sweeping error, that all 
our enjoyments, and all our wealth, are the product of human 
But the next proposition, which is deduced from the 
first, ike a child from his father, is marked with still greater 
deformity. It is this: ** National happiness and national wealth 
are, therefore, promoted in proportion to the active industry of 

If instead of the foolish word actire, which 
here has uo meaning, you substitute the word free, the propo- 
sition will have some pith in it, in its application to nations. 
At least admits of an argument, how far a nation, or even a 
large part of it, is bettered by free labor; but as it stands, I defy 


labor. 


the community.” 


No 
wonder, then, that{these friends of industry should claim a merit 
in promoting what is so useful to themselves, and, in their 
great zeal, should place labor above all other elemeuts in the 
theory of production. They either do not know, or they seem 
to forget, that mature does a portion of the work, to which the 
aid of human labor is as nothing. If man ts enabled, by his con- 
trivanees, to fashion from the crude material articles to multi- 
ply and extend human comfort and enjoyment, does not the 
creat laboratory of nature also throw out countless wealth and 
Could man advance a step without her 
aid? On the contrary, is it not universally true, that when un- 
assisted nature operates unchecked by the foolish vanity of man, 
Labor, to be sure, is 
necessary, if for nothing else, to lift the food to the mouth; but 
for the laborer or his employer to say, that all our enjoyments 
aud all our wealth are the product of labor, is like the fly who 


wealth in the common way; but it will make a happy and 
contented people, with as much wealth aad industry as ought 
tw fall to the share of poor humanity. e 

It forins, no doubt, a very pleasing study, for men who have 
nothing to do, to calculate the extent of human labur, and the 
most profitable mode of its employment. That for which our 
Southern brethren have been beyond mercy reprobated, now 
seems to be a proof of a benevolent and patriotic spirit. ‘The 
very meu who are calling out for the liberation of the blacks, 
are doing all they can to euslave the whites. Our people, they 
say, are idle for waut of work. ‘They must have the means of 
employmeat given to them, and their task assigued in the great 
national work-shops. The commonest affairs of trade are treat- 
ed as a national concern. Commerce, which is a mere inter- 
change of merchandise between individuals, is viewed in its 
relation to all the great interests of society. Instead of mind- 
+} ing their own affairs, men are set to look after the affairs of 
others. Their loss or gain, the extent of capital, the number 
of hands they employ, the price of wages, and of all other ar- 
ticles, are carefully noted down and laid before the public. 
From such uncertain data, do we see speeches, and reports, 
and pamphiets, and vast calculations formed, as to national loss 
or gain. Sitting in their easy chairs, and perhaps neglecting 
their own profitable business, these political quacks decide upon 
the conduct of a great people in their most important concerns. 
Nor do they admit any appeal from the decision. Woe to the 
man who dares assert the right of every free-born American 
to manage his own affairs in his own way—or buy and sell to 
whom, and as he pleases. He is under British influence—an 
enemy to hiscountry, and to those very operatives whose cause 
he is endeavoring to support. It never could have been be- 
lieved by those who fought against the oppression of Britain, 
that any set of men would ever be found among us, to advo- 
cate the very system which made her yoke so oppressive. Still 
less could it have been believed, that taxation should ever be 
considered a blessing, and vot a curse,awhen we reflect that 
this identical taxation was the immediate cause of our Revo- 
lution. 

There are vast numbers of men among us who hold these 
opinions, act in this way, and yet have no direct interest to 
sway them. It proceeds from a vain and meddling disposi- 
s| tion—a desire to acquire fame and distinction by a display of 
parts, and a love of appearing greater than their neighbors in 
the qualities which make statesmen and patriots. Would to 
God they would let the human race alone; and try their statis- 
tics and their political arithmetic upon the inferior animals. 
Let them experiment on the patient and laborious ox, and 
ascertain how much he *‘tallows in the cawl and in the kid- 
neys.” They may work the old bull till he rebels, and the 
young operative ull he drops; pinch them in food, and stint 
them in cover. All this may be very wicked, or not, as men 
think—siill it leads to some useful practical knowledge of bulls 
and calves. But what has poor man been guilty of, that he 
should encounter the tender mercies of political arithmeticians ? 
Are we not sentient beings like themselves, responsible, as they 
are, both here and hereafter, and bound by the strongest calls 
of nature to pursue the paths of the most productive industry ? 
Do men lack wisdom in their private affairs, or only acquire it 
when they begin to rule over others? Produce your diplomas 
you wigged doctors in the law economical—show us whence 
you obtain “that learued spirit of human dealings’—point 
out to us the text in the law of laws, which commands you to 
go forth and preach the word of * Regu/ation.” Let the Sen- 
ator, in his ‘* pride of place,” speak to admiring millions of na- 
tional loss and gain—of industry, capital, aud protection. It 
is * his vocation,” and we must bear it as part of the original 
curse. If his “* motives” are not understood, so much the bet- 
ter for him; but let him not lay his coarse hand on the rice 
mechanisin of the human heart, nor vaialy attempt to quicken 
those pulsations which always beat in unison with the best in- 
terests of society. 

So far as this intermeddling with the concerns of other men 
is only the offspring of restless vanity, it is a nuisance that may 
be abated. Should the law afford no writ, and Bedlam prove 
too small, there is still a conservative principle in all societies. 
Political, as well as medical quacks, are sure, sooner or later to 
meet—what to them is the worst of deaths—neglect. But when 
it becomes the interest of men to combine in large masses, and 
propagate doctrines which threaten the freedom of individual 
action and opinion—when these men contrive by their wealth 
and influence to secure the aid of all the trading politicians in 
the country, in their efforts to seize upon the Government of 
the country, it becomes our duty to expose the weakness and 
wickedness of those doctrines, and the sordid and tyrannical 
purposes to which they are to be applied. 

Now of al! the principles or doctrines of the Tariff school, 
there is not one which is liable to be put to a worse use, than 
the notion that the wealth and happiness of nations are pro- 
moted in proportion to the active industry of the community. 

‘To suppose that men may be forced, or even stimulated to 
industry, and thence to wealth end happiness, is in some 











auy oue to give it the least national bearing whatever. Those| measure to justify the most oppressive governments which the 
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World has ever known—for there is not one of these govern- 
ments which has not made this object the excuse for its tyran- 
uy. That it is intended for a similar purpose in this country, 
we shall hereafter have ample cause to know. 

I have, therefore, taken occasion to show, that when man is 
left free to act, his industry will always be cominensurate with 
the occasion, and that all the attempts to quicken it, are the 
sthemes ofthe non-working classes, who, according to the 
principles of our Government, can pretend to no control over 
the rights, interests, or feelings of their fellow-citizens. The 
justice or injustice of their theories are, indeed, of no account 
in considering the right to put them into practice ; but it is still 
consolatory to reflect, that we lose neither in wealt't or happi- 
ness by conforming to the Constitution of the country, and that 
the interests of all classes, even including the schemers them- 
selves, are hest promoted by leaving the laborer to determiue 
the extent and direction of bis industry. 

An examination of the next principle put forth by the Ad- 
dress, will serve to show the imperfect conceptions of the Con- 
vention on the subject of that very industry which they pro- 
fess to beable to increase end direct at their pleasure. ‘This 
principle is contained in the following proposition: * That, in- 
dustry is in proportion to the inducements to labor, arising 
from the amount and certainty of its remuneration.” 

The great inducement to labor, is the want of food, fire, and 
clothing. When these are attained, they are lollowed by a de- 
sire to possess the comforts, and then the luxuries of life. More 
or less of industry is required to possess these also; but it is 
quite absurd to resolve all the inducements to labor, as the Ad- 
dress has done, into the amount and certainty of its remupera- 
tion. At that rate, men would work most, when there was 
least oceasion for it, and least, when their wants were greatest. 
Now, in many cases, the very reverse is the fact. Men who 
feel assured that they can maintain themselves by working a 
certain number of days, are apt to be idle the rest of the week. 
This is notorious in tradus which afford constant and high 
wages to good workmen. Others, again, more provident, con- 
tinue their work, and lay by part of their earnings (to use a 
homely phrase) for a rainy day; but even ia this case, it is the 
fear of want, and not the amount or certainty of remuneration 
which induces them to labor beyond the immediate occasion. 
It is true, men leave one employment for another, in which 
they expect a greater amount and certainty of remuneration ; 
but this is only that they may be better paid for the same work, 
or whatis the same thing, work less for the same remuveration. 

But the power to remunerate, as well as the physical ability 
to labor, are both limited. There is evidently no mode of rais- 
ing the price of labor beyond a point at which the employer 
may gain by the hiring ; nor can men by any stimulus be made 
to do more than a certain quantity of work. ‘The fact is, they 
cease to labor greatly within the point of utmost exertion, and 
for the very obvious reason, that a continuance of hard work 
is intolerable, for any recompense which the employer can af- 
ford to give: and, moreover, leisure itself, besides giving the 
workman an opportunity of enjoying what he has earned, is it- 
self a luxury, and may be considered as worth to him more 
than he could obtain by extra wages. 

If, indeed, laborers had not a sufficient security, and were 
not rewarded by a sufficient amount of wages, they would not 
work at all; they would steal, or obtain a satisfaction of their 
grosser wants by deceit or violence. ‘This is a state of society 
which an unfortunate mistake in the regulations of labor, may 
bring about; but I defy the wit of man to point out a mode of 
stimulating the industry of the mass of laborers beyond what it 
would attain to, were the natural inducements left free to act. 

I suspect, nay, it is very clear, upon calling the ro!l of the 
Convention, that these master-manufacturers have never been 
classed among the workies; or, if they have been, ihey have 
long since forgotten the motives which actuate that numerous 
body of men. Nothing else can account for the gross mistakes 
which they commit, when they attempt to analyze the induce- 
ments and impulses which animate “the human machine,” as 
they are pleased to term the operatives of Europe. Nor are 
these mistakes to be wondered at, when we reflect that the 
Tariff Parliameut sits for close boroughs. where the right of 
election is indollars and cents. A convention of workies would 
point to their bellies aud their backs, as the moving causes of 
industry. ‘They would ask to be let alove to fill their bellies 
and cover their backs in their own way, and not to be directed 
or regulated by any system or any body but their own wants 
and desires; but, least of all, by a “congregated College,’ 
whose bare purpose it is, to fill their own pockets. While the 
Tariff Parliament are passing votes about * the inducements to 
labor, arising from the amount and certainty of its remunera- 
tion,” they are thinking all the time about the most certain and 
profitable employment of their doijjars and cents in the labor of 
other men. 

For it so happens, that the words ‘“*amount” and * certain- 
ty,” are the very terms which owners and borrowers of capital 
make use of when they speak of the investment of their funds. 
Your capitalist can * bold a gentleman in band, und stand upon 
security,” for he is above want. Moses can be a * most un- 
conscionable dog,” because he may lend his money, or not, as 
he pleases ; but uhe poor workey has no such choice. 

If he had studied the American System all his life, it would 
avail him little. He must work for what he can get, and trust 
to the law, and the honor of his employer, for payment—starve 
or rob. But the moment he by chance, or a cyurse of prudent 
saving, enters into the class of capitalists, he takes his seat in 
the great Tariff Parliament, and then, it appears, all his former 
feelings and opinions leave him at the threshold. He is no 
longer called upon to regulate his own labor, but the labor of 
other men. Want, which in his workey state, formed the in- 


(ducement to his own labor, operates no longer to produce the 


same result; but a desire to increase the gifts of fortune, stimu- 
lates the employment of his capital, so as to yield the largest 
and most certain reward. It is no wonder, then, that men, in 
endeavoring to convince the world that their peculiar interests, 
are the interests of the mass, should confound all the distine- 
tions of mind and matter to effect their purpose. In Europe, 
an act of power is, in general, alone sufficient to deliver over 
one class of people to be devoured by another. Here, thanks 
to our excellent Constitution, men are obliged to give reasons 
founded on the good of the whole community, to justify their 
tyranny, and hence we see, in all the efforts to rob the mass of 
men of their rights, the systems, as they are called. are made 
to rest on the interests of the great body of the people, who are 











laborers. But it is only necessary to examine the principles 
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upon which their systems are professed to be erected, to see 
how little caleulated they are to effect any general good. In 
the case before us, nothing is more easy than to detect the pre- 
sence of self-interest in all the incongruous and contradictory 
propositions which have been built up to support the temple of 
monopoly. ‘The fact is, the system does not grow out of the 
principles, but the principles are made to suit the system; or 
rather to suit the prejudices»and bewilder the minds of those 
who are to be its chief sufferers. This we shall see still more 
clearly as we go on. 
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From the New York Evening Post we copy the following 
notice of the 
DEATH OF HENRY D. SEDGWICK, ESQ. 


Letters from Stockbridge, Massachusetts, announce the death of 
Henry D. Sevewicx, Esq., late of this city. He expired on the even- 
ing of the 23d December, in the forty-seventh year of his age. Mr. 
Sedgwick was a man of extraordinary mental powers assiduously cul- 
tivated, both in his profession, which was that of the law, and in the de- 
partment of metaphysical speculation. To great simplicity of manners 
and the utmost kindness of heart, he united uncommon vigor and deci- 
sion of character. He was a man of warm and enlarged philanthropy, 
and when engaged in any great and worthy undertaking he concen- 
trated upon it all the powers of his acute mind, and pursued it with an 
ardor which nothing could chill, and a perseverance which nothing 
ould turn aside, ‘This intense and perpetual activity of his intellectual 
faculties probably occasioned the malady under which his constitution 
finally sunk. He has left to his friends the grateful memory of a life 
every moment of which was well and worthily employed. 


In recording the decease of this highly amiable and respecta- 
ble gentleman, we cannot withhold the expression of our ex- 


“Bireme regret at the melancholy event. Mr. Sedgwick, in addi- 
‘Brion to his general acquirements as a lawyer and scholar, was 
Fperfectly well versed in the principles of Political Economy. 


To this Journal he was a most valuable contributor. The forty- 


Fseven essays, headed “An Appeal for Justice to the Poor,” publish- 
Fed during the year 1831, were the productions of his pen; and 
Fhe reader of those articles cannot have failed to observe, that 
Ha spirit of philanthropy was breathed throughout, and that an 


originality of thought every where appeared, which showed the 


writer to be a perfect master of his subject. 


Mr. Sedgwick was also the author of the suggestion of a Free 
‘rade Convention, which appeared in this paper of March 2d, 
1831, as, also, of the proposal addressed to the intelligent phi- 
lanthropists of this country, urging the convocation of sucha 
Convention, which was first published in the New York Evening 


#Post, and re-published in this Journal on the 27th of April and 


294 June. He was also one of the gentlemen who attended the 


Aieeting at Philadelphia, in June, which issued the call for the 


Yonvention, and may thus be regarded as the chief promoter 
{that measure. It pleased Providence, however, not to per- 
ait him to take a part in its deliberations. A short time prior 
o the assembling of that body, he was afflicted with paralysis; 
ut so anxious was he to witness its proceedings, that he came 
i] the way from his residence in Massachusetts to Philadelphia, 
od having received an uuavimous invitation to take a seat 
sithin the bar of the Convention, he attended for several days, 
though unable to walk without assistance. Upon this occa- 

sion, his gratification was extreme. Death has now, however, 
losed his useful career; and, whilst some of his fellow laborers 
re left behind for a short time longer, to struggle in the glorious 
ause which was so near to his heart, he has gone, we trust, to 
eceive the reward reserved for those who have devoted their 
ives to works of benevolence aud usefulness. 





A powerful minority, having truth and justice on their side, 
au always, by perseverance, make headway against a majo- 
ity who are deficient in both these requisites, to the permanent 
uecess of a cause. Look at the Catholic Emancipation Bill of 
treat Britain. A comparative handful of men accomplished, by 
heir determined nou-acquiescence in a system of oppression, 
vhat the slow process of appeals to liberality aud generous 
eeling never could have effected. The clamor of a discontent- 
»d body of men, known to possess talents, influence, and patri- 
tism, cannot but awaken reflection amongst their fellow-citi- 
ens; and when we advert to the fact that almost all majorities 
ave sprung from minorities, and that as great changes in the 
ublic opinion of the American people have already taken place, 
s any that is now necessary to overthrow the American Sys- 
em, we have abundant occasion for felicitating ourselves upon 
he prospects of the Free ‘Trace cause. 





Effect of Price upon Consumption.—The theorists of the Re- 
trictive System, who are always calling out for facts, and tell- 
og us that one fact is worth a thousand theories, have long 
mused the tax-paying public with the story, that the cheap- 
bess of commodities has no influence upon the extent of their 
onsumption—that as many goods are consumed at high prices 
s at low prices ; and this they do, in order that it may appear 
at high duties do not, by diminishing the consumption of 
reign commodities, diminish the amount of the agricultural 
xports which usually go to pay for those commodities. 

In the Philadelphia Price Current, a very valuable commer- 
ial paper, there has lately appeared a table on the “Coffee Trade 
the UnitediStates.”’ This table exbibits the imports and exports 
{ Coffee into and from the United States, for five years, from 
826 to 1830, inclusive, with the names of the countries of which 
















it was the production, and to which it was shipped ; as, also, 
a statement of the quantity imported, exported, and left for 
consumption, for teu years, ending with 1830; with the value 
and average cost per pound at the place of production. As this 
latter part of the table is of peculiar value at this moment, we 
transcribe it entire, as follows: 
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From this table it appears— 

First, That the price of coffee fell, at the place of produe- 
tion, in ten years, from 21 cents 10 mills per pound, to 8 cents 
21 mills, being a fall of 61 per cent. 

Secondly, That, in ten years, the consumption was augmented 
from 11,826,063 Ibs. to 33,363,687 Ibs., which is in the ratio of 
322 per cent. 

Now, as the duty on coffee during the whole of these ten years 
was the same, viz. five cents per pound, (the reduction to two 
cents not having taken effect until the Ist of January, 1831,) it 
follows, that this increased cgnsumption must either have been 
occasioned by a proportionate increase of population, or by the 
diminished price, or by both. 

Let us, then, examine bow far there has been a proportionate 
increase of population. 

By the Census of 1820, the population of the United States 
was 9,637,999 souls. By that of 1830, it was 12,788,742, exhi- 
biting an increase in the ratio of not quite 33 per cent. 

As far, then, as the increase of population goes, it would 
have augmented the consumption of coffee 3,922,400 pounds, 
so as to make the whole quantity consumed 15,808,463 pounds, 
leaving the enormous quantity of 22,555,224 pounds, (a quantity 
nearly equal to double the old consumption) to be ascribed to 
to the réduction of price. 

Here we have a most striking illustration of the influence of 
price upon consumption; and we see, from official data, that 
the consumption increased in a greater ratio than the price de- 
clined. Now, whether a reduction in the price of a commodity 
be occasioned by a diminution ia the cost of its production, as 
in the case of the coffee, or by a removal of a duty, the effect 
must be the same. The whole people have a certain fund 
which they are willing to apply to the purchase of that com- 
modity; and we shall be very much mistaken if it do not ap- 
pear, that, since the reduction of the duty to two cents, the 
quantity imported for consumption has been increased in due 
proportion. 

But perhaps it may be said, that it is not fair to take the two 
extreme years for such a calculation. Let us, then, try the 
average of the first five, with the last five, years. 

The average consumption of the first five years was 17,462,- 
693 lbs. The average consumption of the last five years was 
34,131,819. But from this quantity let us deduct 1,961,200 Ibs. 
as the proportion which was consumed by the increased popu- 
lation in five years, (being one half of what was above ascertain- 
ed for ten years) and we shall have an increase of 84 per cent. 

The average price of the first five years was 17.42 cents; that 
of the last five years, 9.02 cents. But, in order to estimate the 
influence of price upon consumption, we must take the article 
at the price, in both cases, at which it is charged to the con- 
sumer. Now, as the duty, in both cases, was five cents per 
pound, the freight about one cent, and the other charges and 
importer’s profit at least one cent more, making in all seven 
cents, it is evident, that, to state the case fairly, the ave- 
rage retail price of the first five years must be taken at 24.42 
cents, and of the last five years at 16.02 cents. In this case, 
the decline in price was but 35 per cent.; and it consequently 
appears, that the consumption increased in a greater ratio than 
the price declined. 

The reader, however, must recollect that the ratio of the in- 





creased consumption called fur by a reduction of price, is not 
expressed by the same terms of proportion as the latter. For 
instance, a fall in price of 50 per cent. calls for an increased 
consumption of 100 per cent.; and, in this case, a fall in price 
of 35 per cent. would require ao increased consumption of 53 
per cent. to correspond with it. ‘This we have ascertained from 
caleulation, and, consequently, if we are correct, the increased 
consumption was greater, by 31 per ceut., than that which was 
called for by the decline in price. This fact establishes a most 
important principle—one which scarcely ever fails to be real- 
ized in reference to articles of necessity, as coffee now is; and 
it shows, most conclusively, how much the comfort of a people 
may be interfered with by an exorbitant duty. That the duty 
on coffee had become an exorbitant duty, at the time it was 
reduced, may be seen from this fact, that five cents upon the 
cost of the article, io 1830, was near 61 per cent. ad valorem, 
whilst, in 1821, it was but 234 per cent. This also shows the 
impolicy of specific duties ; for, whilst the law remains the same, 
the ad valorem rate of the duty may very materially change. 








The following article is copied from the Lynchburg Jeffe- 
sonian. 

To the Editor of the Banner of the Constitution. 

A question in regard to the operation of the existing Tariff, has been 
snbmitted to us by an intelligent Member of Congress, which, without 
his knowledge, we take the liberty of referring to you ana your readers. 
We had, at first, some thoughts of addressing ourselves to Mr. Heze- 
kiah Niles—knowing that, with a certain class of Political Economists, 
the opinions of that worthy gentleman are of higher authority, upon 
questions of commercial polity and mercantile law, than the Statutes 
of Wisby, or the laws of Amalphi themselves. But the facility with 
which he has proved, that the Farmer who pays fire dollars to the Mer- 
chant, and one dollar to the Government, for a yard of cloth, gets it 
cheaper—that is, gives less mouey for it, than if he had paid the Go- 
vernment nothing—deters ns from our purpose. We are, therefore, 
compelled to resort to the Banuer—lest by farnishing Mr. Niles with 
food for disquisition he prove to us that it is cheaper to give him ten 
dollars a year for the Register than to give five; a demonstration which, 
we doubt not, he can make mathematical, but which our purse, at pre- 
sent, is unwilling to admit. 


For the sake of making a clearer statement, we will suppose the fol- 
lowing case: 

The Counties of Amherst and Campbell lie opposite to each other on 
the James River, in this State: Suppose that they contain an equal 
number of inhabitants—and that they consume an equal quantity of 
manufactured cloths yearly: Suppose also, that Amherst manufactures 
one-half of the whole quantity consumed—the other half being imported 
from some other county, and paying a duty of fifty cents the square 
yard, at the Custom-house in Lynchburg. In such case, Campbell, 
not manufacturing any, does it not pay the whole of the duties ? 

You will perceive that, inthe case supposed, the two counties of Am- 
herst and Campbell represent two distinct States, or the Northern and 
Southern divisions of our own country. The number of inhabitants in 
each seems not material, so that the consumption is equal. We have 
heard the affirmative of the question maintaimed by one of the most 
practical and intelligent men of our acquaintance ; and confess that, 
while the view seemed novel, we could discover no flaw in the argu- 
ment—and verily think that the proposition is susceptible of clear 
mathematical demonstration. We refrain from presenting his views, 
under the hope that he will himself make them known in a more pro- 
per place. In the meantime, we should be happy to see your own, or 
the views of some one of your numerous readers, upon the subject. 
Should the views of our acquaintance be correct, it settles, at once and 
forever, the much disputed point, whether the producer or the consumer 
only, pays the immense burdens of the present “infernal Tariff.” 

Since we have mentioned Mr. Niles, we would take the occasion of 
presenting our compliments—and expressing the hope that his health 
has suffered no serious injury from the labor and fatigue of his late 


cauvass. 

In order to make our answer to the question above pro- 
posed, as intelligible as we can make it, we will earry out the 
hypothesis submitted, a little further. We will suppose that the 
quantity of cloth consumed in the two counties is 200,000 
square yards, one-half foreign and one-half domestic, and that 
each county consumes the one-half of each kind. By the 
supposition, that a protecting duty of fifty cents per square 
yard is imposed upon the foreign cloth, it is understood that 
the domestic cloth is sold by the Amherst manufacturer, at 
fifty cents per square yard more than he could have obtained, 
had there been no duty. The consequence, therefore, would 
be, that a tax equal to fifty thousand dollars would be imposed 
upon the inhabitants of each county, one-half of which would 
go into the treasury of Campbell County, at Lynehburg, and 
the other half into the pockets of the manufacturers of Am- 
herst. Upon this supposition, Campbell County would bear 
a burden equal to the whole amount of the duties paid inte 
the treasury, at Lynchburg, but she would “not pay the whole 
of the duties,” specifically, as such ; for, upon our supposition, 
she would only pay $25,000 of the amount received into the 
custom-house, at Lynchburg, the remaining $25,000 being 


paid by the inhabitants of Amherst, who consumed the foreign 
cloth. 


It might appear, at first sight, if Campbell County lost by 
this system $50,000, that Amherst County had gained $50,000. 
But this would not be the case. The consumers of cloth in 
Ambherst will have paid precisely the same amount of tax as 
those of Campbell, that is $25,000 to the manufacturers, and 
$25,000 to the custom-house, at Lynchburgh; and the mere 
fact of the manufacturers residing in the same county with 
themselves, does not alter the injustice or oppressiveness ex- 
perienced by each individual consumer, one jot or tittle. If 
it be urged that, in determining this question, Amherst County 
ought to be regarded as a corporation having but one common 
interest, and possessed of no separate individual interests, even 
that could not prove that she was a gainer by the system. 
For, if she paid into the custom-house, at Lynchburg, as is 
adrhitted by the proposition, the precise sum she received in 
excessive price from the inhabitants of Campbell, she could 
not possibly gain, and, if she were to advocate such a system, 
she would be merely inflicting upon her neighbors an evil, 





without benefitting herself. 
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As regards the application of this reasoning to the actual | 
case existing between the Northern and Southern sections of 
our country, it appears to us, 

First—That protecting duties increase the prices of fo- 
reign goods to the amount of the duty, except where they 
are prohibitory, in which case nothing but a practical acquaint- 
ance with each article can show the precise amount of the 
tax paid on the domestic rival commodity : 

Secondly—That the domestic rival commodities are all in- 
creased in price, to an extent equal to the increased price of 
the foreign non-prohibited articles : 

Lhirdly—That this inereased price is a tax upon the con- 
sumer of either article, and that it falls upon consumers in 
proportion to their consumpuon. 

That this is so, we consumers at the North are perfectly 
convinced, We know, that we pay upon cottons, woollens, 
irons, sugar, hemp, &c., just as much tax in preportion to our 
consumption, as our fellow-citizens at the South. If it be 
told us, that we, at the North, gain by the high duties, more 
than we ‘lose by them, we deny it. We say, that we are not 
like the united brethren, at Bethlehem, or the followers of 

Lapp, at Harmony, having but one common purse, aud one com- 
mon interest—that each man of us, is as distinct a subject for the 
American System lash, as any Southern man can be. We 
furthermore say, that even if this were not the case, that is, if 
we could be regarded as one corporate community, so far from 
gaining by the system, we are immense losers. We do not 
believe that there is a single State, or even county, which is a 
gainer by it; for we are quite sure, that the losses of all who 
lose, far exceed the gains of all who win ; just as it is in lot- 
teries, or, as it was with the monkies, at Exeter Change, who, 
instead of each one eating out of his owa pan, tried to rob his 
neighbor, and by that means spilt one-half in the scramble. 

The manner in which we consider the American System to 
operate harder upon the South than the North, is by its cutting 
off exports, as the necessary consequence of cutting off imports. 
This operation, it is true, also has an influence upon the ex- 
ports of the North, but not so direct, nor to the same extent; 
for any one may perceive, that cotton, being the chief article of 
export, bas to bear the brunt of almost every re-action, result- 
ing from a law, the tendency of which is to restrict imports. 

We have thus furnished, as well as we are able, an answer 
to the question of the Jeffersonian. If we are wrong, we are 

open to conviction, and will readily withdraw any opinions, of 
the erroneousness of which we shall! be convinced. 





Free Trade Papers.—Since the list of 93 Free Trade papers, 
published in our paper of 14th December, we have received, 
from various quarters, the following additional names; and we 
take this occasion to thank the editors of those papers who 
have politely helped us to make up the deficiency : 


The Jeffersonian, - - Paris, : ° Maine. 
Maine Inquirer, - - Bath, YJ he - « 
Lincoln Intelligencer, - - Wiscasset, - » « 
independent Journal, - - Thomaston, - a 
Republican Journal, - - Belfast, ° “ 
Northern Light, - - - Eastport, - . Yr 

The Age, - - - °- Augusta, - > a 
Sentinel, - - - - Fredericktown, - Maryland. 
Village Herald, - - - Princess Anne, Somerset Co. 
Virginia Advocate, - - Charlottesville, - -__ Virginia. 
Mississippi Democrat, - Woodville, - - Mississippi. 


\ pon the subject of Free Trade papers, the Muskingum Mes- 
eenger says: 


The Banner of the Constitution publishes a list of 93 papers in the 
I'nion, favorable to Free Trade, of which eight are In Ohio, viz: New- 
ark Advocate, Ohio Argus, Ohio Sun, C incinnati Advertiser, Western 
Republican, Warren News Letter, Jefierson Democrat, and Maskin- 
We would be glad to see the Ohio Monitor, Colum- 


im Messenger. 
Sentinel, and National Republican, added to the list. 


their ability and liberality, we 


against monopoly and the interests of the few. 


To the above may be added, The Mail, an advertising paper, 
which is published at Philadelphia, about once a month, and 
transmitted to twenty-five thousand persons, (including every 
post-master in the United States,) free of expense. We think 
also the Pennsylvanian, a weekly paper published in Philadel- 


phia, may be considered as half a Free Trade paper, for it pub 


listfés freely articles on both sides, and more in favor of Free 


Trade, than against it. 


The Legislature of South Carolina adjourned on the 17th of 


December, after a session of 3 weeks. 





The following is an extract from a speech delivered lately at 
Culumbia. before the Convention of the Free Trade Associa- 


tions, by Col. John Taylor: 


As to the dangers which some men so apprehend, he could not see 
them. With courage at home, and wee oe abroad, we are safe. 
The party in our fa- 

In Pennsylvania, even, we were 
In his con- 
versations with the leading men of Virginia, he had been told that our 
State must go on—that no army can reach us. States holding our actual 


Every where t'se intellectual superiority is for us. 
vor, every where, is nearly equal. 
strong—strong in New York—stronger in Massachusetts. 


princely 
Latin, h 


ward. as President, some one who might represent the opposite 


ne : 
Gjecstons, and would not mingle in this. 





The Legislature of South Carolina has passed a law, that, 
under the plea of non est factum, the parties sued ov a bond 
mav plead the unconstitutionality of the act under which it was ' 

; of | der the diminished duty, and thus, by increasing the quantity, 
the price would be brought down. But as China is on the other 


executed. This is intended, as is supposed, to meet the case 


the second custom-house bond for duties now in suit at Charles- 


As from 
lieve they would, in discussing the 
question, adopt the side of Free Trade, and the interests of the many, 


les must stand by us in the issue. ‘That eminent man, Mr. Gal- 
ad told him that the Dagon of the American System was falling 
to pieces; and that, to overturn it, it was only necessary to bring for- 

rinci- 
That he had answered that we, of South Carolina, looked to igher 


ton, and which will soon come on, the Judge having decided, 
in the former case, that the constitutionality of the Tariff Act 
could not be pleaded. 

Before its adjournment, the Legislature adopted the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the administration of Andrew Jackson has jystified 
the high expectations of his country, and that he is enutled to the confi- 
dence and gratitude of his native State, fur having, by the wholesome 
exercise of his veto, put an end to the ruinous system of Internal Im- 
provements; and especially for having, in his late Message, recom- 
mended a modification of the Taritf Law, which has proved so prejudi- 
cial to the interests of South Carolina. 





Srernen Girarp, Esq., known as one of the most wealthy 
men of our country, departed this life on the 26th ultimo, in 
this city. 





The following extract from the Address of the National Re- 
publican Convention, recently assembled at Baltimore, will 
show that that party, finding it impossible to sustain the Amer- 
ican System, are now willing to come dowa to “a fair and 
impartial protection to all the great branches of industry, whe- 
ther agricultural, commercial, manufacturing, or mechapical.” 
Thev seem, therefore, not to agree with the Tariff Convention 
« York, who consider the Government which holds us 
togetner to be composed of sugar and iron, hemp and lead, 
wool and cotton, &c.”’ 


“On the great subjects of internal policy, which have given rise to 
conflicting opinions and adverse feelings among the citizens, the course 
of the President has been so inconsistent and vacillating, that it is im- 
possible for any party to place confidence in his character, or to consi- 
der him as a true and effective friend. By avowing his approbation of 
a judicious Tariff, and, at the same time, recommending to Congress 
precisely the same policy which had been adopted as the best plan of 
attack by the opponents of that measure, by admitting the constitution- 
ality and expediency of internal improvements of a national character, 
aud, at the same moment, negativing the most important bills of this 
description which were presented to him by Congress, the President 
has shown, that he is either a secret enemy of the system, or, that he is 
willing to sacrifice the most important national objects in a vain atte-npt 
to conciliate the conflicting interests, or rather adverse party feelings and 
opinions of different sections of the country. How can the President be 
regarded, at the North and{West, as the friend of the Tariff and Iuter- 
nal Improvements, when his only recommendation at the South is, the 
anticipation that he is the person through whose agency the whole sys- 
tem is to be prostrated ? With a Chief Magistrate, who acts upon so 
temporizing and uncertain a policy, it is obviously impossible that any 
abatement can take place of the excitement that prevails upon these dis- 
turbing topics. It is only through the intervention of a statesman, in 
whose known sentiments and elevated character all parties can place 
confidence, that a hope can be entertained of so regulating these deli- 
cate subjects, as to extend a fair and impartial protection to all the great 
branches of industry, whether agricultural, commercial, manufacturing, 
or mechanical, without exciting the just apprehensions of any sincere 
and enlightened friend of the Constitution and the Union.” 





The Tariff party have a prodigious fondness for legislating 
wealth into the pockets of the rich; and, accordingly, we find 


the duties on teas, in order that those who have stocks of that 
article in the custom-house, or on the way to the United States, 


may be able to enter them at a less duty than the ove which 
dered. Some people suppose that a further immediate reduc- 
tion of the duty on teas would benefit the consumer. 
this, we will make it appear, that whilst Messrs. Clay and 


exerting themselves to impose a fresh tax upon the public. 


duties on tea should be reduced, as follows: 


Hyson and Young Hyson, Be apes ee “35 
Hyson Skin andotherGreen - “ 28 “« ak haa 
Souchong, Peco Souchong, and? gsi, ‘ 9 
other Black, - - 5 20 10 
Bohea, . a . a “i sé 12 ‘e as 4 “ 


trade for a period of several months, the same law provides tha 


upon paying the low rate of duty. The consequence has been 


ships, have been purchased with reference to the new duties 


to the expected demand under the new duty. 


China for teas, in time to receive them before a whole year 


and for six months to come, will be regulated by the demand 


China was close at hand, the matter would be different. J] 





them all at once the advocates of aun immediate reduction of 


was in contemplatien at the time the tea was imported or or- 


This is 
not the ease, as we shall undertake to show; and, in doing 


Webster are exerting their influence to hurry a reduction of 
the duties on teas, as if to benefit the public, they are in reality 


Every one knows, that, on the 20th of May, 1830, a law was 
passed, ceclaring, that, after the 3lst of December, 1831, the 


On Imperial, Gunpowder, and Gomee, from 50 cts. per |b. to 25 cents. 


The reason why this law was made prospective, was, that no 
inconvenience should arise to those who had on hand large 
quantities of the article, by fresh importations under a reduced 
uty; and, in order to avoid the necessity of suspending the China 


teas then in the public stores, or which should thereafter be placed 
there on importation, and which should remain therein until after | demned, is truly astonishing. 
the said 3lat of December, should be admitted to consumption 
that importations of tea have been regulated, since the passage 
of that law, in such’a way as to do justice to all parties. All the 


teas which are now in store, or which are expected in the Spring 


and, consequently, the quantity ordered from China must have 
had reference, as far as mereantile sagacity could ascertain it, 


Now, every one knows that no new orders can be sent to 


and that price cannot be diminished one cent, let the amount 
of the duty charged by the custom-house be what it may. If | telligent, enlightened, and ina 


such case, fresh importations would immediately be made, un- | “Pendent, and impatient of servile confinement, they are not 


side of the globe, and as no fresh shipments could be made thence, 
80 us to reach this couatry in less than a year, as we have said, 
no new supplies could arrive in time to affect the price. To us 
it appears that the market price of teas would be very little 
more affected by a further sudden reduction of the duty, than 
the price of the crop of apples would be affected by the certain 
knowledgé that next year there would be a very abundant one. 


duty. The rest would go into the pockets of the tea owners, 


them out of the treasury; and, as this would be the money of 


off. 

Perhaps it may be thought that teas might be procured in 
less time from Europe. Au answer to this will be found in 
the fact, that the act of 20th May, 1830, provides that teas 
imported from any other place than *“ China, or other place 


pay the following duties : 
Imperial, Gunpowder, and Gomee,_- 


37 cents per |b. 


Hyson and Young Hyson, . - 2 “ 
Hyson Skin and other Green, - « - 20 & “e 
Souchong and other Black, (except Bohea) 18 “ 
Bohea, - - : - 2. * Ae . 


Will the applicants for this reduction of duty consent to re- 
move this enormous discrimination of 50 per cent. and up- 
wards? 





—_—_— ee. 





—_—- — 


FOR THE BANNER OF THE CONSTITUTION. 





THE CARPET TRADE. 


System,” the following statement of the comparative value of 
two pieces of fine Kidderminster carpeting, the one imported, 


at Lowell. 

A piece of imported fine 4-4 carpeting, counting 91 
yards at 2s. 2d. par . - - 
Charges of importation, including interest, exchange, 
&c., 20 per cent., say, — - - - - 10 
Duty, 40 cents per square yard, or 834 per ct., on cost. 40 


Cost, per yard, 98 
The above piece weighed 132 |bs., the cost of which 
is, per lb., - . : . . - 
A piece of 4-4 Lowell fine carpeting, counting 914 

yds., the factory price, (6 nouths) . $1 00 

Discount for cash, 3 per cent., 3 

Cost, per yard, 

The above piece weighs 105 |bs., the cost of which is 84 cents 


r Ib. 
The Lowell cost 84 cents, 
The foreign 63 


the imported oue, and this with a protection of 1034 per cent. 
(834 duties, and 20 per cent. charges) upon the foreign article | 


Yours, &c. 
Boston, December 7, 1831. 





a 


TO THE EDITOR. 





New Enewanp, December 17, 1831. 
Dear Sir: Political economy is foreed upon me, by my love 
of justice and good government, and by my dread of seeing a 
repetition of all those iniquiti¢s which | have witnessed in a long 
residence in Spain, the nursery of restriction aud monopoly ; and 
in France, where every scheme for regulating and controlling hu- 


cessors of the Colberts and the Laws. You will, however, give 
me credit for some zeal in the cause, since I have continued ix 
the good fight without intermission, and without change, since 
1819; as a skirmisher it is true, but ever ready to meet the 
enemy, even the Hectors and Achilles of our adversaries, Mat- 
thew Carey not excepted. The cause of truth is on the ad- 
vance here, and all the world over, in spite of the most formi- 
dable enemy that ever assailed it, viz. Fashion. That it should 
have been fashionable in old and corrupt Governments, whose 
very existence depends on corruption and political heresy, to 
hide the truth from the people, is not surprising. But that men 
, | Who boast of having all the religion and morality of society, liv- 
ing under the happy reigo of laws, should attempt to deceive 
the people, and imitate a policy which we have till now con- 
ly That truth is powerful, will ap- 

pear most strikingly, when we consider how small were our 
, | means to bring it to light, and the progress we have made. Our 
individual labors, in several remote corners, have been arduous 
and invidious ; all who have resisted this tide of error and cor- 
ruption, have made bitter enemies of the powerful men of the 
land. I believe that all these scattered efforts would have been 
;|in vain, without the concentration of force which your usefu! 

paper bas brought about. 





TO THE EDITOR. 


[Our old and valued correspondent, * Tlermana,” is inform 
ed, that his communication did not reach us until the 28th ult, 


. 
’ 


and the American market may now be considered to be in the | 9 't Would sooner have appeared.— Ed. 
entire possession of those who have teas on haud, or on the way. 
Whatever that quantity may be, the market price for it now, 


3 Decemper Ist, 1831. 

Dear Sir: 1 presume it has not escaped your memory, that 
I have repeatedly expressed my surprise at the passive condi- 
tion of Ohio and Kentucky, under the existing Tariff Law. 
These two great and interesting States,are composed of an in- 


ustrious population, whose inter- 
n jest will very long confine them to agricultural pursuits; too in- 


isposed to abandon the cultivation of their fertile soil, and the 
clearing of the forest, to toil at the loom and spinning wheel. 
What then can prompt the hardy yeomaury of the West, to sup 





At all events, the public would gain but a small portion of the — 
just as straightly as if an equal amount, in cash, were paid to : 
the people, who would have to make up this sum from some | 


other source, it is manifest that the effect would be the same | 
es a fresh tax upon the public, instead of taking one ~ 


East of the Cape of Good Hope,” or in foreign vessels, shall 


Mr. Editor: I send you, as illustrative of the “ Grindstone | ' 


> ee bes 


and the other the production of the incorporated carpet makers, | _ 


- 48 cents)” 





Making the cost to be 16 cents per Ib., or 1-5 more than} 


97 cents | 
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t a law which renders tributary to manufacturing avarice 
their labor and resources, so uaturally allied to the free and un- 
restricted trade, which God and nature always designed should 
be left open, to gratify the wants of man with the least possible 
inconvenience, and without the unwise and imprudent inter- 
ference of Government. An extremely well-written aud plausi- 
ble Address of the’ Tariff Coavention, lately held in the city of 
New York, contains the most extraordinary doctrine ever main- 
tained by seusible and well-iaformed men. ‘The authors of this 
Address say, ‘as a municipal principle, there is no question of 
the great advautages of Free Trade. The United States, in 
their coasting trade and domestic exchanges, afford the most 
striking illustrations of them ever witoessed ; but as between 
foreign nations, there is no Free Trade—there never was—there 
never can he; it would contravene the arrangements of Provi- 
dence, which distribute mankind into different communities, 
separated originally by confusion of tongues, and preveated from 
all rushing together into the most favored latitudes, by local at- 
tachmeuts and foreigu antipathies, which are the germs of na- 
tional preservation, by means of national emulation.” Again, 
observe the writers of the Address, ‘the freest of Free Trade 
is, after all, but a chartered libertine.” 

We really scarcely know whether to smile or look grave, on 
reading these remarks, and are almost tempted to exclaim, ta 
the language of the Poet, “ risum teneatis amici’? That Free 
Trade may interfere with the ambitious views of the manulac- 
wrers, | can readily admit, but how it can possibly contravene 
the arrangements of Providence, is certainly a paradox I do not 
comprehend. What raised ancient Tyre to the very pinnacle 
of commercial prosperity but Free Trade? What gave Hol- 
land the rank she holds among nations? What has given re- 
spectability and wealth to the German cities of Bremeo, Ham- 
burg, Lubee, Dantzic, and the Belgic towa of Antwerp! F'ree 
Trade! The ways of Providence are wise, beveficent and just, 
and are intended to promote the welfare of mankind; they keep 
pace with the principles of Christianity, which inculcate among 
people of all nations peace, harmony, and good will. They 
teach us to cultivate au intercourse with the human race, for the 
purpose of not only mitigating their miseries, but improving 
their condition, and correcting * foreign antipathies ;” aod how 
can this be better accomplished than by a free and unfettered 
commerce with the nations of the globe, from which the greatest 
advantages arise, both to the arts and sciences. It is the duty 
of the Government of every free nation to afford all possible 
facility to foreign trade, the blessings of which are of incaleu- 
lable value. Commerce tends te promote civilization, to vring 
the people of the various countries of the world to reciprocate 
good offices ; to exchange, on terms of reciprocity, the products 
of the soil, and all such articles as are required to supply the 
wants of man, both as to the necessaries and juxuries of life, 
and, by imparting a knowledge of languages, to remove from the 
whole human family prejudices and animosities which are cha- 
racteristic of the dark ages, and disgrace the most savage and 
untutored tribes. 

The phrase of ** chartered libertine,’ would be infinitely more 
applicable to the present iniquitous Tariff than to Free Trade. 
The Tariff originated in a selfish monopolizing spirit, forced 
upon the people under the most delusive and meretricious form, 
hy plundering, under the authority and corrupt influence of a 
law, the poor, and enriching the few, at the expense of the 
many. Free Trade is sanctioned by the laws of God and na- 
ture; itis pure and undisguised—it benefits both rich and poor; 
aided by human enterprize and ingenuity, it distributes the most 
precious gifts throughout the Universe; and whilst it rewards 
the merchant and hardy mariner, it amply repays the husband- 
mau for his labor, and opens a ready market to all classes of 
mechanics and manufacturers, for their wares and merchandise. 

It is stated in the Address that * aversion to the manufactures 
has engendered, of late, bitter local prejudices, in parts of those 
States in which they do not flouristi.... There does not exist 
any spirit of hostility to manufactures, it is solely directed against 
the Tariff: let the manufacturers be satisfied to confide in their 
owa resources, without the aid of the Goveroment, and they 
will secure the support and good wishes of the Southera States. 
No man “spurns the golden fleece of his own soil,” but every 
man of spirit and common sense, should spurn the hand of the 
oppressor, and resent the wrongs imposed ou his country. The 
Address, though replete with talent and ingenuity, cannot make 
a convert to “the American System," aud must give increased 
confideace to the friends of Free Trade. 

Providence is ever propitious to the efforts of those who 
seek not to derange the order of the creation—the organization 
of which is so perfect under the Divine wisdom, and, if left to 
the uatural course of events, and the gradual work of time— 
would fulfil all that could be desired by the most righteous, 
without any regard to the distribution of mankind into differ- 
ent communities, and their original separation by ‘ confusion 
of tongues.” When men deviate from the path of rectitude, 
and violate the most sacred compacts by usurpations of power, 
and by flagrant ects of injustice and perfidy attempt to oppress 
the poor, and fail to complete their schemes of aggrandizement 
and insatiable avarice, they become too prone to lay the fault 
to Providence, instead of their own guilt; and are never ata 
loss for pretexts te justify their couduct. 

Under the pretence of regulating commerce, Congress has 
violated the Constitution, by imposing the most oppressive and 
exorbitant duties on the useful and necessary articles of life, to 
give protection to manufactures, and rear up a dangerous in- 
fluence, and an overgrown monied aristocracy—equally inju- 
rious toe the peace of the Union and the rights of freemen! If 
the people delay any longer to shake off this thraldoim of the 
mis-ealled American System, if they do not fearlessly resist 
these acts of oppression and rapacity, they will (to use the lao- 
guage of an able political writer) be taxed more and more to 
support increasing burdens: and the extortion of such taxes 
will rivet the poverty and ignorance, through which alone these 
burdens are endured. It is thus that the tyranny of the rulers, 
and the degradation of the peopte, must keep equal pace. Itis 
thus that despotism forms a natural alliance with ignorance ; 
blasts every charm of rational nature, and blunts every feeling 
of the human heart. ‘There is, indeed, a point at which the 
oppression of the most abject becomes no longer safe. The 
principles from which the present Tariff law derives its sup- 
port, are at variance with truth, honor, and justice ; they wage 
war against common sense and humanity, and even set at de- 
fiance the maxims of the Christian religion. We need not a 
lawyer, or a judge, to interpret the Constitution for us—the 


Ig no power granted by it to tax the people unequally, unequi- 

tably, and without theircensent. The American People ought 

uot to suffer themselves to be misled by the pernicious and cor- 

rupt policy of foreign governments—let us borrow all which is 

good from them, aud only imitate their examples when their 

success is gained by wisdom and virtue. Let us not be the 

dupes of men who adopt stratagem to advance their favorite 

measure, who oppose to the lucid and incontestable precepts of 

eminent political economists, the sophistry of false philosophy, 

and endeavor to support their opinions by labored and intri- 

cate arithmetical! calculations, which serve to perplex without 

convincing ; aod who obstinately reject facts and principles, 

either because they militate against their interests, or are un- 

willing to admit the validity of them. ‘The advoeates of the 

Restrictive System have vainly attempted to prove that our 

agriculture and commerce must flourish under this oppressive 

system of indirect taxation. I cannot persuade myself that 

they are serious in thinking they can maintain an argument so 
incongruous and weak. Teach the people of the great commer- 
cial aud agricultural States a knowledge of the true principles 
of Free Trade, and this fallacious doctrine will be dispelled like 
the lurid mist before the brilliant light of the sun. Will the ino- 
telligent and patriotic people of Ohio and Kentucky consent to 
part with the substance for the shadow, and be made instru- 
mental in bringing this free and happy Republic under the 
yoke of tyranny, by adopting a vile, selfish, Chinese policy, and 
rejecting the bountiful hand of Providence extended to lavish 
upon them all the most rich and choice commodities of foreign 
climes, in exchange (yes, in fair and honest barter) fur the re- 
duodant products of their tertile and favored soil? Donotthe 
industrious farmers know that, in proportion as the burdea 
of indirect taxation is increased upon us, our lands, aod 
the products of the soil must greatly depreciate? It is suf- 
ficient to raise a revenue to answer the wants of the Govern- 
ment, by imposing moderate duties, so as not to infringe the 
Constitution and impoverish the people, without excluding fo- 
reign commerce, and degrading the nation. We care not for 
heavy duties on wine, and the luxuries of the table; if the rich 
consume them, they can afford to pay for them. The people 
have a right todemand, in justice to themselves, and from a re- 
gard to the honor of their country, that the duty ou sugar, salt, 
iron, coarse woollen and cotton goods, cotton bagging, hemp, 
books, maps, paintings, and many other articles, should be re- 
duced to less than one-half the present rate. I repeat, that the 
Western States, particularly Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee, 
have no interest in supporting the present Tariff. It behooves 
them to sympathize with their Seuthern brethren, and puta 
termination to this licensed system of plunder. The States of 
Kentucky and Tennessee derive much wealth from their inter- 
course with the South. I hope, in a future communication, to 
furnish you with a particular aceount of the immense quantity 
of stock which has passed from the West into the States of 
South Carolina and Georgia, during the last eight months, and 
as the following statement, taken from a public journal, may be 
interesting. I herewith enclose it. The Saluda mountain turn- 
pike is situated in a beautiful and romantic part of South Car- 
olina, about fourteen miles from Buncomb, io North Carolina, 
and unrivalled by any part of the world for the salubrity of its 
climate. The stock driven through the Saluda turnpike for the 
two last years, was noted down in the toll book; the year is 
computed from the Ist of April, to the 3lst of March, inclusive. 


1830. 1831. decrease. 
Horses and mules, 4,866 3,293 1,573 
Beef cattle, 2.335 1,790 1,445 
Hogs and sheep, 29,884 26,551 3,333 


Supposing the average value in 1830, to have been $90 a 
head for horses and mules, £20 a head for beeves, and $7 a 
head for hogs—and the same for 1831, except that hogs might 
be averaged at $8 a piece—the aggregate for the former year 
will be $682,828, and for the latter $544,578. 

The raising of stock is of immense value to the Western 
States, and in proportion as the foreign trade of the South in- 
creases, and is restored to its origional prosperity, in the same 
ratio will the West advance to wealth and importance. Beas- 
sured that no man feels a stronger attachment for every sec- 
tion of the Union, and is more desirous of seeing the Federal 
compact preserved and restored to its primitive purity, than 

Your Friend and Correspondent, 


HERMANN. 


FOR THE BANNER OF THE CONSTITUTION. 








THE MACHINE-BREAKING SYSTEM. 


The Manufacturers are continually telling the Farmers that 
they consume great quantities of agricultural produce, and that 
the manufacturing districts are a great home market to them 
for the productions of their farms, but they are very cunning to 
say nothing at all about the prices that this home market pays. 
They wisely leave the unsuspicious agriculturist to think that 
the prices they pay bim are a good deal better than he could 
get, if they did not exist. They also keep bim well in the dark 
about this home market of theirs being no more than a close 
monopoly market, where, in fact, the prices paid are only one- 
half of what they would have to pay were it an open market 
to all the buyers and sellers that would resort to it. The trade 
that is carried on between the country and the favored mono- 
polists, is merely an exchange of manufactured goods for agri- 
cultural produce, and in making this exchange no more than 
one-half of the quantity of manufactured goods is given, than 
could be obtained in an open market for the same quantity 
of agricultural produce. This shows how much the farmers 
have been hoodwinked by the manufacturers. The truth of 
the matter is, that the arguments which go to the farmers come 
from a class who well know how to regulate trade, so as to 
make it profitable to themselves, and they are addressed to a 
class who don’t profess to know any thing about the matter; 
but their lack of knowledge is made up by an abundant faith 
which induces them to eat the fruit of the tree of good and 
evil, which the manufacturers throw to them. They are not 
aware of the different principles that regulate close ge 
markets, which are not to be found in open markets. ‘They 
live by the sweat of their brows, and have no kind of conception 
that any class can live upon the tricks of their wits. ‘True, in- 
deed, that one half of the world don’t know how the other makes 
head-way. A farmer is generally very sharp in making good 
bargains, but this is only so when they are direct. Any thing 





anerest Tyro who reads, may understand it, and learn that there 


that is indirect and round-about, and round-about again, for | 


the sake of puzzle, is altogether beyond his comprehension. 
He finds himself lost in the maze, and the only way for him to 
make his escape by, is to believe all you say, and ali that you 
don't say, to him. There are many exceptions, but this is the 
general rule in the case. If one-balf of the goods that are 
coming to any market are way-laid and seized, the other half 
must bring monopoly prices. This is, however, what the manv- 
facturess call fair prices, and if we believe what they say, it 
follows, as a matter of course, that domestic industry is greatly 
promoted by destroying the half of the produce. ‘This is the 
doctrine that the Dutch applied to the spices. In like manner, 
head winds must be much better for a ship than fair ones, as this 
must encourage and stimulate the domestic industry of the sailors 
on board, in tacking about from side to side. The moufactur- 
ers find the prohibition of cheap goods to be an easy way of 
getting rid of a set of very troublesome subjects, who would 
keep them continually in hot water. The manufacturers used 
to tell the farmers tha: they would soon come not only to make 
goods as cheap, but really cheaper, than any others could. Ha- 
ving now, however, got seated in the saddle, they tell them 
that this is not to be desired, and could not be accomplished, 
unless the workmen here were like those in other places, in a 
starving state, and the farmers are too kind-hearted to wish 
this. Indeed, it would be against their own interest, because a 
starving population could not consume much of their produce. 
[t is, on the contrary. their interest, that all the manufacturers 
and their workmen should be round-faced and well fed. What 
the farmers receive from them for all this plentiful feeding, ought 
to he a mere secondary concern ; great consumption being the 
main matter. How well the manufacturers must shuffle the 
cards, to turn every thing so much to their own advantage. 
They have an advantage in the contest, similar to that which 
Cortez had over the Peruvians, and they appear also to make 
something of a similar use of their victories. ‘The manufac- 
turers appear determined to make no sortof compound. This 
being so, there is nothing left to the farmers, in our opinion, 


but to get down before them upon their bended knees. The 
Poet has it, 


Poor Tweedle Dee, upon his huncars bended, 
And sued for grace, with rueful face, 
And so the quarrel ended. 


As an experiment for the trial of the patriotism of the Manv- 
facturers, the farmers might iusist upon the Federal Govern- 
ment’s laying upon them a large parcel of taxes, for the pur- 
pose, they might say, of encouraging domestic industry. This 
would be only paying them back a part of their own system ; 
and it would show how they would like it. We may venture to 
suppose that they would not find so many benefits to flow from 
it as they have been, for many years past, finding to flow from 
taxing of au opposite kind. Consistency, however, might in- 
duce them to bear with it, even with no other motive than to 
show the farmers and planters how willing they were to submit 
to the laws of the majority. 

The manufacturers have said so much about the advantages 
of domestic manufactures, that we do believe that the govern- 
ing idea in the minds of the people iu this country is, that if the 
goods the manufacturers bring forward were not made here, 
there would be no goods to be had. Making the goods, and 
having them, has been so much connected together, that the 
separatiou cannot now be well effected, in the common run of 
uninformed minds; and let us make the remark, that upon this 
subject the uninformed minds are like the sands on the sea 
shore, too many to be numbered. We maysay, without beiog 
misunderstood, that all the various kinds of manufactured goods 
that are used and consumed in this country, are the produce of 
two different and distinct machines, one of which is the manu- 
facturiug machine, Ne. |, and the other is the commercial ma- 
chine, No. 2, both of which, we may suppose, are really in the 
possession of every family in this country. They are not only 
in the possession of every family, but their operation is so sim- 
ple, that every laborer in the country perfectly understands how 
to use them in supplying himself with the articles he wants. 
The quantity and quality of the different articles farnished by 
them, is in exact proportion to the means applied to them. In 
working these two machines, any one of them, it has been found, 
is capable of turning out, or of furnishing, every different kind of 
goods that are known to exist; but it has also been found, that 
each one does not furnish equal qualities and quantities of every 
different article, when the same means are expended on them. 
One of them furnishes a much greater quantity, of about one- 
half of all the articles they are kept to supply, than the other 
ove furnishes; butto make the yards square, as the sailor would 
say, the other one, in its turn, furnishes a much greater quan- 
tity of the other half of articles they are kept to supply. Now 
all that every iaborer and farmer has to do, is to know the arti- 
cles that each one produces most of, when the same means are 
furnished, and every time that be wants any article, bis reason 
will direct him which one to use. When, for example, he wishes 
to grind wheat, and barrel up his flour, he uses machine No. 1, 
and he finds that it performs his work with less labor than it 
would take him, were he to do the same work with No, 2. 
This is also the case with a great many, or rather with by far 
the greatest number of articles that he wants for the use of his 
household, his farm, his houses and his cattle. Machine No. 1, 
is, therefore, the one that he could the least dispense with. It is 
also the one that supplies him with all the articles that he re- 
quires, when he is working with machine No. 2. In fact, ma- 
chine No. 2 would be of no kind of use to him, without ma- 
chine No. 1; but having this, it is of the greatest use to him, 
because he finds that when he wants many different articles, 
which are of much use to himjand bis family, such as woollens, 
iron, blankets, flannel, sugar, coffee, tea, spices, hardware, cut- 
lery, edge tools, clocks, watehes, &c. &e., he can have twice 
the quantity with the same labor, by using machine No. 2. 
Intelligent laborers, having the free use of these two ma- 
chines, can procure for themselves the very greatest reward for 
their labor that it is possible to have, in the present state of the 
world ; and this was for a great many years the happy lot of 
the inhabitants of this country, but it appears that there must 
be something in the very nature of things, that prevents a peo- 
ple from any long and uninterrupted enjoyment of so much hap- 
piness. The change that has taken place is really lamentable, 
nearly the whole of which has been brought upog us by the cun- 
ning mavagement of a class that has come amongst us from, 
perhaps, any thing that we know to the contrary, the four winds 
of Heaven. Not to keep the reader in any suspense, we will 
here mention, that this class are the makers of the machines 
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No. 1. They commenced their operations against the people, : ss ; 
they equally the earnings of domestic industry.”* 
true. 
rugs, anodyne mixtures, sleepy draughts, poisonous | yard of imported cloth at $1 25, or a yard of the same kind 

e y PY aoeih, _of cloth, as we sell it, at $250 per yard? (Hear.) You might 


by first throwing large quantities of dust in their eyes; t 
pext a ener them to swallow large quantities of stupifying 
Darcouc ¢ 

infusions, Xe. &e., nearly the whole of which were procured 
from two large quack establishments in Philadelphia and Bal- 
timore, all of which operated upon them with full effect, and, 
taking advantage of this, they entered all their houses, and 
broke to pieces the whole of the machines No. 2. Since this 
has been done, they have put bridles in their mouths, and mount- 
ed themselves upon their backs, and, in short, taken full pos- 
session of them, and we now find the poor changed avimals as 
follows : Eyes covered, ears filled, limbs shackled, and backs 
burdene® A mournful change. Some doctors are making 
great exertions to find out a cure for them, but we fear that the 
disease is worse than the lodia cholera, and that it bas taken 
too deep a hold of the system to be cured. ‘They are really 
become so bewildered, as to prefer the poisonous stuff which 
has been cramed down their throats, to good wholesome food. 
They have also no time either to think for themselves, as once 
used to be the case, or to become less hoodwinked and gull-trap- 
ped, than they are, beeause they are kept eternally laboring 
away at the machines No. J, the makers of which are con- 
tinually telling them what wonderful things they are all the 
time producing, which is nothing but gross imposition and de- 
lusion; but, unfortunately, for the poor laborers having, as we 
have already mentioned, had their eyes blindfolded, they cannot 
see into avy part of the trick that has been played upon them. 

Whatever the manufacturers may profess, or have professed, 
they have, in fact, become a gang of machine breakers, de- 
stroying in all directions over this country, a whole class of imn- 
proved machinery, that produces with the same labor the double 
of the articies that can be produced by any machines they allow 
to escape. The English machine breakers did it all themselves, 
and generally, in the dead of the night, but the manufacturers 
got the Congress to do it for them, and they employ the arms 
of the United Staves to do it. The effects, however, are the 
same, Viz.: improved machinery destroyed. ‘Those in England 
were poor uneducated and uninformed peasantry, and also ina 
starving state, which was some excuse for.them. ‘The same 
excuse either did not, or ought not, to have existed here. 

The manufacturers are a selfish set. They are very much 
pleased to get double prices for what they sell, but they don't 
think it a matter of any moment how the interest of him who 
pays this, is effected. His paying double prices, appears to 
them as nothing. ‘Tkey never think of his impoverishment, but 
of their riches. Their growing rich is the country growing rich, 
but his growing poor, is favorable to industry. It has been all 
along supposed, that when industry was best paid for and re- 
warded, that it was most encouraged; but the manufacturers 
have found out that this isnot so. They have, on the contrary, 
discovered that industry is increased by a diminished recom- 
pence. ‘This is agreeable to what they find among their own 
workmen, that when wages are high, they are idle, but when 
these are low, they are industrious, which is, in fact, no more 
than what general experience says in the well known words, 
that riches produce poverty, and that poverty again produces 
riches. The manufacturers find a disposition in the public to 
throw away their means, while their disposition, again, is to pick 
them up. Witness the riches of their order, and the splendor 
of their establishments. This example of industry and thrift 
which they show, ought not to go without its reward. While 
the manufacturers are telling the public that they have no means 
to pay foreigners for the goods they bring them, because the for- 
eiguers will not take any thing from them which they have got 
to give, they themselves find a way of making them pay two 
prices for all they sell them, which is certainly the very height 
of cunning and trick. The foreigners would be satisfied with 


one price; they take two, and the public suppose that the indus- 

try of the whole nation is in this way protected against a ruin- 
- . . . , 

ous foreign competition. Ii. 


Philadelphia, Dee. 1831. 
THE TARIFF. 








From the Connecticut Herald. 

We are glad, at last, to obtain something truly demonstrative 
on this subject. The following proceedings of the T'arifburgh 
Convention we think must carry conviction to every miud, and 
if any one should imagine that there is any thing ironical in the 
case, let hin: apply the principles laid down tothe true Amert- 
can System, and see if they are not in direct accordance with 
its character and its results. 


TARIFFBURGH CONVENTION. 

A Convention of the Friends of American lndustry was held 
at thig place on the first of November. it was composed of about 
500 members, and presented a brilliant assemblage of-* talent- 
ed” and patriotic citizens. The town hall would have been 
crowded with spectators, but would scarcely contain the mem- 
bers. The Hoa. George Woolsoncraft was chosen Président, 
and, after being led to the chair, made the following Address: 
Fellow- Citizens : 

i feel, with deep and grateful emotions, the honor of the 
distinguished station to which your suffrages have called me, 
nothing less than that of presiding over the deliberations of an 
honorable body of disinterested patriots. The American Sys- 
rem. which we have met to maintain, consists, as you well 
know, of two parts; first, the Tarift—and secondly, Interna! 
Improvements. We should, indeed, care little about the second, 
were it not necessary to maintain the first. For what, I ask, 
when the national debtis paid, which will be about a year from 
January, 1831, can be urged as a reason for great duties, unless 
there is some other object of expenditure? Nothing: And soon- 
er than abate ong iota of the Tariff [I would dig a harbor for 
ry village on the Atlantic and the lakes, tunnel every moun- 
‘ein with a eanal, and supplant every turnpike with a rail-road. 
(Applauses.) You, gentlemen, represent the manufacturing in- 
du ‘ey of our common country, and are most of you interested 
iy some of these branches which are rendered so productive by 
the Tarif. Can you maintain that, uuless you devise * ways 
od means” for the Goverament to spend their money? Will 
he people be content to pay near double for every yard of cloth, 
every tool of husbandry, every stove pipe, and almost every 
thing else that is made by man, unless the Government want 
money? (Hear, hear.) No. As patriots we must maintain 
{merican industry. It has been said in Congress, that “ one 
makes a yard of cloth at home; another raises agricultural 
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products and buys a yard of imported cloth; both these are 
This, indeed, is 
But J] ask which requires the most industry—to buy a 


as well say that it required no more labor tu raise two bushels 
of wheat than to raise one. It evidently requires double. And 
what is labor but industry! Increasing American labor is iden- 
tically the same thing as increasing ** American industry.” Be- 
sides, the farmer gets a better market for his produce. In this 
very case he sells two bushels of wheat, where, in obtaining the 
foreign article, he would sell but one. ‘The laborers in England 
are a poor and wretched set of beings, who can hardly get work 
enough to live. They only ask bread of their employers, and 
few can get that. Bread and water is all they want. If wedo 
not prohibit the introduction of the fruits of such labor into this 
country, we should be overrun with foreign goods. They would 
come at almost nothing. The country would be deluged with 
all sorts of iron, cotton, wood and wool. Who could endure 
such a competition? (Hear.) It would make goods almost as 
plenty as if they rained down from the clouds. ‘Take off the 
Tariff, and those flannels which we sell at the rate of 35 cents 
the square yard, might be bought at the rate of 12 1-2 cents, 
including the expense of transportation. This I know, for I 
have more than a hundred thousand dollars invested in a wool- 
len factory. Sheet iron, for stove pipe, &c. cosis $48 88 a ton 
in the foreign market. The tax upon it is 3 1-2 cents a pound, 
or $78 40 a ton, which is near 330 a ton more than its first cost. 
Iron hoops cost $35 55 per ton abroad, and the tax is the same, 
that is 3 1-2 cents a pound, or $78 40 a ton—more than twice 
the first cost—and still these foreigu irons are imported and used 
here. These ought to be taxed higher, in order to afford ef- 
fectual protection. They will bear a higher duty, for almost 
every farmer must have stove pipes and iron hoops. Some lit- 
tle mechanics in this country, who use these articles in their 
trades, complain of this. So do some joiners and farmers, be- 
cause they are taxed 35 per cent. on their saws, and chisels, and 
axes, aud 40 per cent. on their spades and shovels, which they 
buy to use, and not tosell. But are our great establishments to 
be put down by the complaints of house-carpenters, ship-car- 
penters and farmers? 1 might specify almostevery class of men, 
in low life, who are beginning to oppose us. They say that 
horse shoes, wagon tire. plough irons, &c. &c. are made enor- 
mously high, in comparison with what they would cost, if there 
were no Tariff. But we must not be driven from our purpose. 
Let us sustain the ** American System” in all its parts, and wE 
shall rejoice in the glory and prosperity of our country. 

This address was received with deafening applause. The 
Convention was adjeurned till to-morrow, at 10 o'clock. 

Nov. 2.—At 10 A. M. the Convention met and proceeded to 
business. 

Several committees were appointed, and among them one on 
each of the following branches: Woollen, cotton, iron, che- 
mistry, and statistics. 

It was moved that a committee be appointed on the mann- 
facture of water. Carried, and a committee of three appoint- 
ed. Adjourned tll to-morrow, 

Nov. 3.—Met pursuant to adjournment. The minutes of yes- 
terday’s proceedings were read by the secretary. ‘The presi- 
dent inquired if any committee was prepared to report, and the 
following report was presented by the chairman of the commit- 
tee on the manufacture of water. 

* Your committee on the manufacture of water have taken 
that subjectinto consideration. We reside in a town which lies 
on the Atlantic shore, and is intersected by salt creeks which 
run into the interior. Upon these are erected several cotton and 
woollen establishments, which were incorporated by the State 
Legislature. As their success was at first doubtful, they were 
vested with banking powers, in order to tempt investments. 
Their prosperity has been unexampled. The piace where they 
stand, five years ago, was a waste, but by the water power has 
been found to be an exeellent location. It now contains 5000 
inhabitants, including the operatives, and is all owned by five 
capitalists. But there is no spring or other water to be had for 
the table or culinary purposes, for a circuit of more than ten 
miles. In order to obviate this great difficulty, your committee 
were incorporated two years ago, to distill water for the use of 
the village. They have succeeded to the entire satisfaction of 
the place, and are now able, by distilling fresh from salt water, 
to supply that indispeasable article for the table, and hope soon 
to furnish it for all other purposes. The salt, too, which js pro- 
duced by the operation, is of great value. If their sales could 
only be extended beyond the region where nature has denied 
that necessary of life, and the fruits of their enterprize and in- 
dustry be made marketable over the country generally, immense 
profits might be made. and a new manufacture introduced into 
this country. For this purpose your committee recommend, 
that Congress should be memorialized on the subject. From 
their experience hitherto, they are well satisfied, that a tariff 
of three cents a gallon, on all water drawn from brooks, wells, 
cisterns, springs, and other sources—in short, ou all unmanufac- 
tured water—would be sufficient to support this new and im- 
portant branch of American industry. The various processes 
of boiling, cooling, barreling, bottling, &c. &c., many of which 
can be performed by women and children, employ many poor 
people. ‘One fact is worth a thousand theories.” The bene- 
fits which the country would derive from the measure recom- 
mended by the committee, which are most obvious and con- 
vincing, are the following : 

1. Such a Tariff would increase the industry of the country. 
At present, as every body knows, water is had without labor 
almost every where. If it is wise to increase the price of 
clothing, and many other necessaries one hundred per cent., in 
order to promote the industry of our own citizens, the argu- 
ment applies more foreibly to this case. foreign merchandise 
requires some American labor and capital in its importation, 
and in its purchase when imported; whereas water, as the 
matter now stands, requires none. In the first ease only half 
the tax goes to support American industry; whereas, in the 
last, the whole would result in that important object. 

2. It would increase the wealth of the country. From the 
magnificent villages which rise up about every waterfall, who 
does not infer that the whole nation is richer? But how does 
that compare with the splendor of those establishments which 
would embellish the sea-coast op our whole marine border, if 
all the water were to be manufactured from the sea? A few 
moments calm refiection will fill the mind with astonishment. 


* D. Webster's speech, 
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Consider how much water is consumed in this immense coun- 
try. How many hands must be employed in manufacturing 
it! All the capitalists investing their funds in these establish- 
ments ! 
‘shores! 

3. It would create an immense home market. 
ties of fuel consumed, would make the coal mines of our coun. 
try of some value. ‘The great temptation given to labor to 
quit agriculture, and enjoy the receipts of this profitable busi- 
ness, would so diminish the culture of the earth, as to raise the 
price of every product of the field. If our settlements at the 
West are continuecin the ratio of the last tweaty years, what 
will wheat, corn, and other eatables be worth? There will be 
no sale for them. 


grounds relied upon for the present ‘Tariff. 
ries would have the same effect, on the same principle, but to 
a much greater degree. 

4. lt would promote infernal improvements. 


This is part of 
the ** American System.” ; 


How would cities and villages rise up on our eastern | 


‘To obviate that evil, (a famine arising from | 
too great an abundance of these products,) is one of the main | 
The water facto- 
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The Government would increase © 


its means, as some persons would continue to use their wells, © 


and pay the tax. 


But suppose they did not, what & tempta- | 


tion would be held out to private enterprize in the means of [ 


conveyance ! 


cars iunumerable. 


To transport all the water from the sea coast to § 
the inland country, would generate canals, rail-roads, and steam 


‘5. It would afford a sure supply of water in those crises in | 


which other sources fail. In 1816, more than half the wells in 
New England were dry. But the sea was full. 
would not be subject to those fluctuations which may occur in 
the course of events.” 


of the great necessaries of life.” 


6. It would, more than all the other tariffs put together, : 


“ The supply | 


Water would be as plenty, and as / 
cheap in the severest droughts, as at other times: and * the | 
nation become independent” of the course of nature * for one | 
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prevent a prevailing and disastrous evil—that of the emigra- | 


tion of our citizens to the Western country. Those immense 
agricultural products, which will otherwise so glut our mar- 
kets as to be self-destructive. will be diminished, and labor be 
turned into a better channel. ‘The farmers who remain tocul- 
tivate the soil will get the highest price for their bread-stuffs. 
The demand will be increased, and the supply diminished ; 
which, by the well-known laws of trade, will augment the 
prices. Upon 2 reasonable caleulation, it will require one-half 
our whole population to distill as much water as the rest will 
use. Wheat will rise to 8 or 10 dollars a bushel, and labor to 
as many dollars aday. The old States, bordering on the At- 
lantic, will then be able to retain their just weight in the na- 
tional councils. 

7. It will prevent the future exportation, not only of the pro- 
duce of the earth, but of all the produce of our national iudus- 
try, and in this way, will make us independent of foreign na- 
tions. The same causes which augment the price of bread- 
stuffs, will operate on the manufactures of the country. So 
much labor will be profitably employed in the distilleries, as 
will create an adequate demand for every thing which is made 
hy the hand of man. We shall neither buy of the English, nor 
sell to them. There can never be another cause of war, for 
that arises more from commerce than from any other source. 
The merchant “ who is not domiciled in any country,” will be 
effectually put down, aud ships and seamen become forever 
useless. ‘This great end, for which our friends have so long la- 
bored, will be speedily accomplished. 

From these, and many other considerations which need not 
be repeated, as they have been urged in all the orations and 
addresses which have been put forth by the friends of “ Amre.- 
1cAN Inpusrry,” your committee hope for the support of this 
Honorable Convention, and promise, in return, to co-operate 
in advancing the other measures for protection which we have 
met to espouse.” 

The Report being read, a young lawyer thus addressed the 
Chair: 

Mr. President: This is the most admirable system which has 

yet been suggested ; and must be weleomed by every friend of 
American Industry. I will not consume your time in discuss- 
ing its merits. It has been claimed that the Tariff makes ar- 
ticles high, by the advocates of Free Trade. Here their logie 
ends. This is their ultimate reason. Suppose it true, is it an 
evil? No. If manufactured water is used, and is higher than 
river water, other articles will become higher, because the 
charge of living is higher; and so the matter will regulate iv- 
self. Nor is there any evil in this relative increase of prices, 
and relative depression of the value of money. What differ- 
ence is it to me whether I pay one or two dollars for a barrel 
of water, provided my own services are worth double, under 
the latter supposition, what they are under the former? If a 
farmer gets two dollars a bushe! for wheat, and pays one dollar 
a barre! for water, is he not better off than to sell his wheat for 
oue dollar, and get water for nothing ?” 
The remarks of this gentleman were mixed with many indi- 
cations of affection for great capitalists, whom he called the real 
people of this country; and he said if you could levy a tax on 
the rest of the community for their support, to eleven times the 
value of the thing taxed, it proved an affection for the people 
eleven times greater than that of the man who resisted such a 
tax. The Convention adjourned. 
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EDITED BY CONDY RAGUET. 





TERMS.—This paper is published every Wepnespay, and will, as 
heretofore, advocate the principles of Free Trade and a limited eon- 
struction of the Constitution. 

{> The price is Five Dotiars per annum, payable annually in ad- 
vance.——Subscriptions for less than a year at the rate of Six -Dotiars 
per annum. 

[-? Communications to be addressed to the Editor, and all postages 


to be paid, except upon letters enclosing the amount of one year’s sub- 
scription. 


{> There are no permanent Agents for this paper, at any place, and 
all payments are to be made directly to the Editor, who incurs the risk of 
their transmission by mail, and will forward receipts therefor, free of 
postage, to the subscribers. 


iP The notes of any solvent Banks, most convenient to the subscri- 
bers, will be accepted in payment. 
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